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To the READER. 
Think I cannot introduce thit book Better than in the 
words of that eminent ſervant of Chriſt M. Robert 
Lancaſter, in his preface to Mr. Eaton's honey-comb of 
free Fuſti fication, printed in the year 1642, the ſame 
year the ſecond edition of hh. book was printed. I 
have, (ſays he) two, as it ſeems to me, very reaſonable 
requeſts. Firſt, that thou wouldſt paſs ne cenſure upon 
the book or author, till thou haſt fully and carefully 
examined it, by that unerring rule of God's word, 
whereby thou canſt not be deceived, left thou fall into 
the number 4 thoſe that ſpeak evil of thoſe things 
which they know not, Jude 10. Secondly, that after 
thou haſt done fo, thou wouldſt not ſuffer thy ſelf te be 
frwayed from judging according to that rule, by any re- 
ſpect whatſoever. Always conſidering how dreadful a 
thing it is, that the only rack of ſalvation, ſhould be un- 
4% a man a ſtone of ſtumbling, and a rock of offence, 
abhereat he ſhould ſtumble, and fall, and never riſe. up 
again.” He alſo gives us the following Account of the 
Author himſelf, © His faith, and zeal, and diligence 
in doing his calling, and his faith and" patience, and 
chearfulneſs in ſuffering for the ſame, were ſo exemplary, 
that they are worthy to be ſet forth as a pattern ; not 
only to all God's people and miniſters now, but even to 
ſucceeding generations.” * He came into a pariſh, where 
there was nothing but prodigious ignorance and ee 5. 
yet the Lord fo wrought by his miniſtry, by his continua 
and wonderful pains both publickly, and from houſe to 
houſe ; that in a few years the pariſh was. generally 
reformed : Inſoamuch, that moſt children of twelve years 
old were able to give a good account of their knowledge 
in the grounds of religion; that there was none that 
walked diſorderly or unbecoming the goſpel, but they were 
by him exhorted, admoniſhed and reproved publickly and 
privately, or both as the matter required, For he com- 
monly ſpent three days weekly in going from hauſe to 
houſe, to cnquire the ſtate of his people, how * 
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Soth young and old, had profited both in faith and life, 
' by hearing the word.” Vindic. of the goſpel with the 
eſtabliſhment of the law, p.155, 156. Whereas (ſays 
he further) Mr. Gataker 9 of My. Eaton's ſharp 
and harſh expreſſions, 7 doubt not, but if there were 
any ſuch that were unneceſſary, he and others have re- 
. quited him double. As for me, as I defire not to have any 
man's perſon in admiration, ſo I defire not to wilify any 
From the greateſt to the meaneſt, from the wiſcſt to the 
aweakeſt underſtanding. Only I deſire, that the truth 
may be ſpoken in love, which ſome may do with more we- 
. Bhemency then others, as occaſion ſhall require. The ſame 
Apoſtle that ſaith reſtore s0ME with the ſpirit of meek- 
nels, Ga/. 6. 1. faith, reprove oTHERs ſharply, that 
they may be ſound in the faith, Tzz. 1. 14. The Lord 
teach us all to walk wiſely towards all men, and to 
give no offence either to the Jeyvs or Gentiles, or to the 
church of God, 1 Cor. 10. 32. Bid. p. 138 
The reaſon of my reprinting the follcwing treatiſe is 
this. As there has been much talking about the danger 
of being in a Dead Faith, by thoſe whom it is to be 
© feared, are moſt dangerouſly drowned in it themſelves : I 
thoughts it would be very ſeaſonable, to publiſh this for the 
 wſe 1 who are willing to try the ſpirits, to prove 
all things, and hold faſt to that which is good. Ve have 
newer (tho it has been ſa reported of us) denied that there 
i ſuch a thing as a dead general Faith, that is unprofi- 
table, which believes no more than what dewils them- 
felves may and do believe. No, no, abe hawe too evi- 
dient an experience of it all around us, and we thank 
our heavenly Father, that he has called us out of Egyp- 
tian darkneſs into his marvellous light ; what wwe have 
aid and do affirm flill is this, that there is no ſuch thing 
as a dead Faith, which believes what we believe, and 
knows what we know, Viz. that God hath given to ut 
as bot finners of the world, eternal life in Chrift Jeſus, 
that we receiving and truſting in him and in him alone, 
as made of God to us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanttifica- 
tion and redemption, our iniquities are waſbed away 
Bis blood, his everlaſting righteouſneſs is our covering, 
and we hall aſſuredly partake of eternal Life with 1 
or 


EE) 
| for ever; the infinuation of I ee of being deceived 

in thus truſting to Jeſus Chriſt, can hade no other ten- 
dency, than to bring ſouls into a diffidence of the truth 
of God's word, and of the foundation that God hath 
laid, and to truft upon their own works, tempers, or 
diſpoſitions of mind, to the deſtruction of their ſouls , be- 
cauſe there is no other name under heaven given a 
mongſt men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, but the name 
of Jeſus, 4s, 4.12. and he that believeth not ſhall 
be damned, Mark 16. 16. ; 

It is not any arbitrary will in God, that hath thus 
fixed eternal life and ſalvation. only in Teſus Chrift: 
Neither is it that God ſets any more value upon the At 
of believing than upon any thing elſe done accerding to his 
will, but the reaſon is, He cannot deny or ad unworthy of 
himſelf, and it is not confiſlent with his perfections, 70 
bring us back to himſelf in any other way, than ſetting. 
Jeſus forth as a propitiation thro* faith in his blood, 
Rom. 3. 25. Infinite, and utchangeable goodneſs, wiſdom, 
power, holineſs, juſtice and truth united, cannot poſ- 
fibly ſave thee, O ſinner, except thou believeſt thus on 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and fandeft in his righteouſneſs. 
If thou appealeft to any good thing thou thinkeſft to be 
done by thee, or to be in thee,” thy bad things muſt alſo 
be taken notice of, and being thus weighed in the bal- 
lance, thou wilt be found wanting. Be wiſe therefors 
and confider this, and wrangle no more againſt the truths 
of the Spirit of God, neither limit them to thy oxun no- 
tions, but ſubmit thyſelf really to them as he hath ſpoken 
them. So Halt thou come to be the ſpiritual man, in- 
ſtructed and led by him into all truth. So ſhalt thou 
eſcape the. moſt dangerous Dead Faith; ſo ſhalt thy ſoul 


have true peace and everlaſting life, which is the prayer 
and defire of — | 118 


Yours in Chriſt Jeſus, 
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PREFACE. 


2 So 
{ 7 38 cial and clear propheſies of things to be fulfilled 
before the ſecond coming of our Lord TFeſus 
eee Crit; the firſt, of the riſing, reign, and fall 
of Antichriſt, as he ſaith, 2 Thel. 2, 3, 4. 
that the day of Chriſt ſhall not come, except there come 
a falling away firſt, (to wit, from faith) and that man 
of fin de revealed, the ſon of perdi: ion, who oppoſeth 
and exalteth himſelf above alL that is called God, or that 
is worſhipped ; ſo that he, as God, ſitteth in the temple 
of God, ſhewing himſelf that he is God. Concerning 
roh the Spirit ſpeaketh Expreſly, that in the latter 
times men ſhall depart from the faith, giving heed to ſe- 
- ducing ſpirits and doctrines of devils, ſpeaking lies in 
hypocriſy, having their conſcience ſeared with an hot 
iron, forbidding to marry, and commanding to abſtain 
from meats which God hath ordained, &c. Ii m. 4. 1, 2, 
3. All which we now ſee to be in theſe latter times clearly 
revealed and plainly fulfilled, and that the man of fin is 
conſumed with the Spirit of Chriſt's mouth (chat is, the 
word of God) and ſhall be deſtroyed (to wit, utterly) 
with the brightneſs or glory of his coming, 2 The. 2. 8. 
The other prophecy follows this, plainly deſcribing theſe 
our laft days, wherein the truth of the goſpel being again 
reftored; and the purity of faith again profeſſed ; yet peo- 
ple ſhould be ſuch fleepy embracers of the ſame, and ſuch 


dead, 


e ele veſſel of God, 81. Paul, gave two Spe- 
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dead, unyrofitable, unfruitful, atheiftical, and unthank- 

ful receivers and profeſſurs of it, that theſe Taft days 

fHould be fur more perilous and dangerous than the for- 

mer; which prophecy, althnugh ſome ſeem to conjoin it as 
all one with the former (which for the neay following 
one of another may bear the more eaſy interpretation: 

yet St. Paul doth diftingui/> them, and plainly ſever this 
latter from the former, as being for time the later, yea 
in the laſt days, and for nature the more perilous and dan- 
gerons ; and therefore he ſaith, not in the later times, 4 
in the former prophecy. But this know ' (ſaith he) allo 
that in noviſlimis, or extremis diebus, in the laſt days / 
all ſhall come Hard and perilous times: herein bard 
and perilous? Becauſe ( ſaith he) men (namely, ſuch as 


profeſſed themſelves reformed ante — ) ſhall be lovers 


of their own ſelves, covetous, boaſters, or braggers, 
proud blaſphemers, diſobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, without natural affection, truce-breakers, falſe 
accuſers, or make-bates, incontinent, fierce; deſpiſers of 
thoſe that are good, traytors, — 2 ed, lo- 
vers of pleaſures more than lovers of God. Muf? it not 
needs be a very hard and dangerous living in theſe laſt 
days with ſach a viperous generation as theſe. But that 
Tohich follows after is more hard and dangerous (namely) 
having a form of godlineſs, but denying the power thereof, 
2 Tim. 3. to the 5. Mark, I pray, that herein lieth the 

reat peril and danger of theſe Iaft days, tyufle; jwoppwan 
Food, that is, having the form, fhew, aud afppeur- 
ance of faith, piety, and true godline/s, they deny, or are 
far from the truth, virtue, or power of faith and godli- 
neſs, having indeed neither faith, nor love; and ſo are 
not only overwhelmed themſelves in the moſt dangerous 
dead faith, to the fearful deceiving, and utter drfiruc- 
tion of their own ſouls ; but alſo do fo dangerouſly inwrap 
the wery ele in this dead faith, that (if it were poſ- 
fible) the very elect might finally be deceived, and periſh 
therein, © And hereby for à time may be deceived, becauſe 
they do not mark that there are two ſorts of ſuch as are 
in this dend faith. 


The firſt fort are ſuch (and thoſe very many) as being 
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born and brought up in the outward viſible Church, can 
talk of Chriſt, and of ſome general points of God, and his 
goſpel, ſaying that they hope to be Javed by Chriſt, becauſe 
they think that they Jelieve, and are of that true Reli- 
gion that all their country is : but being ignorant of 
the horrible filthineſs of fin before God, and of the infi- 
nite pure and righteous nature of God againſt fin, and 
thereby ignorant and careleſs of free juſtification, that 
only heals them, do continue in their old corrupt natures, 
and are crab trees, bringing forth only the ſower and bitter 
crab-apples of a prophane life, aud a ſecure, and careleſs, 
looſe converſation; who though they ſooth and flatter 
themſelves in this ignorant dead faith, and hope they 
ſpall do well enough, or at leaft as well as their Neigh- 
bours ; yet doth God by the Prophet Iſaiah denounce againſt 
them ſaying, Itis a People of no underſtanding, therefore 
he that made them will have no Mercy on them ; and he 
that formed them will ſhew them no favour, Ja. 27. 11. 
Therefore hell hath enlarged herſelf, and opened her 
mouth above meaſure, and their glory and their multi- 
tude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth ſhall deſcend 
into it, J/a. 5. 14. 

The other fort that are in this dead faith, are (uch as 
ſeem to be awwaked out of this dead lethargy, and profe/- 
Hing a better feeling of fin, and a deeper conſideration of 
ther loft eftate and miſery by fin, aſpire with a. ftronger 
deſire, and a far greater earneſineſs to life and ſalvation. 
But becauſe they are naturally conceited, that the means to 
attain this life and ſalvation is to leave their fin, and to 
become good, holy, juſt, and righteous * : therefore they neg- 


* Whereas we are to attain life and ſalvation 
by Faith, receiving God's free gift in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and leave our fin, not as a means to attain it, but be- 
cauſe wwe have attained it. This is what our Author, 
p. 21. calls prepoſterous, or ſetting true things out of 
order. He was no more an enemy to good works, than he 
was to Faith, as plainly appears from ſeveral places in 
this book; but he was an oppoſer of the miſplacing them, 
putting that firſt which ſhould be laſt, to the deftiruttion 
of bath. 2 
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le free juſtification, the only true means and way to l 
and ſalvation; and ſet light of faith in Chriſt's righteouſs 
neſs which doth perfectly juſtify before God, and are car- 
ried with a blind prepoſterous zeal after their own good 
ab and well doings, ſecretly ſeeking to become good, ho- 
ly, juft, and righteous before God, by their diligent keeping, 
and careful walking in all God's commandments ; and ſo 5 


4 carnal underſtanding of juſtification, are carried away 


from Chriſt, and true free juſtification, to hang upon their 

cwn good works and well-doings ; and thereby inſtead of 
life and free ſalvation, do drown themſelwes in fin, death, 
and eternal damnation ; and yet under à deep conceit of 
great holineſs and righteouſneſs . And thus do they periſh 

cvith tbe devout unbelieving Jews, who although they had 
a blind, dead faith of righteouſneſs, life and bleſſedneſs by 
he Meſſiah 70 come; for they did all eat of the ſame ſpi- 

ritual meat, and did all drink of the ſame ſpiritual drink, 
(that is, by this general dead faith in Chrift to come) for 
they drank of that ſpiritual rock that followed them, and 

that rock was Chriſt. But God was not well pleaſed with 
them (in this dead faith) and ſo they periſhed, 1 Cor. 10. 

3, to 6. And yet St, Paul ſaith of them, that they fol- 

lowed after the law of righteouſneſs, but yet did not at- 

tain to the law of righteouſneſs. Wherefore? Becauſe 
they ſought (the keeping and fufilling of it) not by faith, 

but as it were by the works of the law; and fo ſtumbled 

at the ſtumbling ſtone, Rom. 9. 31, 32. Tea St. Paul te- 

/tifieth and beareth record of them, that herein they had 

the zeal even of God, but not according to knowledge of 
free juſtification.” Becaule being ignorant of the righte- 

ouſneſs of God, they went about to eſtabliſh" {or te make, 

as it avere, to ftand upon its feet) their own righteouſneſs, 

and ſo did not ſubmit themſelves to the righteouſneſs of 
God; and thus they periſhed, becauſe they knew not that 

Chriſt was the fulfilling and end (2 Cor. 3. 7, 8, 11, 14.) 

of the law for righteouſneſs to every one that believeth, 

Rom. 10. 2, 3, 4 


And thus we? fee that ſuch as are in this dead faith, 


— 


* By the reaſon mentioned in the Preface, p. 5. 
* | dar- 
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varniſhed and garniſbed, and gilt over with this pre- 
Pofterous Zeal of diligent keeping, and careful walking in 
all God's commandments, are ignorant of Chriſts righte- 
ouſneſi, the main of their free ſalvation ; are unbelievers, 
only giving Chrift and free juſtification a Judas his kiſs, 
wwHereby they go about to' eftabliſh, or ſet up (as it were) 
upon its feet their own righteouſneſs, with the Jews and 
Phariſees, and contemn and ſet light of. free Grace, are 
rebellious againſt God, in not ſubmitting themſelves to the 
righteouſne/s of God, and miſerably periſh, (as I ſaid) in 
the deep conceit of great holineſs and righteouſneſs, which 
doth ſo flrongly bewitch the people with a fair glitter, 
an beautiful brightneſs of works of righteouſneſs, that 
it cunningly creeps up into the pulpits alſe, and with her 
fair ſhew turneth the miniſters of Satan into the ſeeming 
miniſters of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 11. 13, 14, 15. As Chrift 
ſaid to the angel of the church of Sardis, Thou beareit 
a name that thou liveſt, but thou art dead, Rev. 3. 1. 
So that although both theſe forts of the dead faith a 
rect and ſet light of free juſtification, and are both 
enemics to free grace, the glory of Chriſt, and to their 
own free ſalvation; yet doth this ſecond fart more ſub- 
tilly deceive, and more dangerouſly deſtroy. | And there- 
fore the firſt ſort of people in this dead faith are by 
the Lord of wiſdom Jeſus Chriſt, /ikened to Hogs, that 
having the pearl of the goſpel, free juſtification, caſt be- 
fore them to call them from their rooting in the earth 
and wallowing in the mire of /n; although they con- 
temptuouſly trample this only ſaving pearl under the 
filthy feet of their careleſs and fwinilh affections: Yet 
they commonly againſt their miniflers, and them that 
ab them well, do only give a hoggiſh grunt of con- 
tempt, and away they go to their rooting in their earth, 
or to the:;r wallowing in the mire, and /o are plainly 
diſcerned, ſocn convinced, and many of them eaſier con- 
werted and ſaved. But the ſecond ſort are likened to 
dogs, thet greedily feeding upon the carrion of their 
good works, obedience, and well-diings : F any eaſt 
befure theſe the precious pearls of Chriſt's works and. 
wwell-daings, as ſafficient perfettly to juſhfy 8 = 
rec) 
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freely and certainly to 2 them, they do not only 


trample under the feet of their phariſaical affections the 
ſame precious pearls ; but alſo fall, like dogs, a barkin 


at them that wiſh them well,” with calumniations, rail- 


ings, and flanderings: Yea, through @ ſecret inbred de- 


light, and blind zeal of efteem of theahidden vain glo- 


ry of their own righteouſneſs, good works, obedience, 
and ewell-doings, contrary to the prophet Iſaiah and 
Paul's affe&ion, that counted all the righteouſneſs, works,, 
and welil-doings of their ſan#ification," but as filthy 
ſtained rags, and would not be found in them before 
God, but eſteemed them as dung, that they might be 
ſound in the righteouſneſs of . Chriſt only before God, 
Phil. iii. 8, 9. Through this ſecret lurking vain- glory, 
1 ſay, of their own holineſs and well doings, they will 
not ftick to fly in the face of the miniſter and meſſenger 
of Chriſt, hat beſee cheth them to be reconciled unto, 
God by being made the righteouſneſs of God through 
Chriſt oz/y, 2 Cor. 5, 20, 21. but will tear out, if t 

can, his very throat; becauſe they feel themſelves. hin- 
dred from feeding upon the filthy pleaſing carrion of the 
vain glory in their own works of righteouſneſs, and well- 
doings. And therefore did the Apoſtle ſay to the true 
chriftians : Beware of dogs, Phil. 3. 2, 3. becauſe in- 
Acad of life and ſalvation, wvhich they ſeem ſo firongly 
ro aſpire unto by works, and keeping the lax, they ruſh 
the more violently themſelves, and ſwiftly carry away 
others with them into beautiful abomination, fin, death, 
hell, and everlaſting damnation. So greedily with Æſop's 
dig (as Dr. Luther ſaith) ſnatching at the outward 
£/ittering ſhadow of righteouſneſs of works, that they loſe 
the ſubſtanice of Chriſt aud his righteouſneſs that is in 
their mouth. Therefore, happy is the man that in theſe 
laft ſo dangerous days can overcome and eſcape this 
Dead Faith, by getting on the white robe, that he may 
be clothed, and that his filthy nakedneſs do not appear, 
and doth anoint his eyes with eye-ſalve, that he may 
ſee, and ſo become zealous, not with the aforeſaid blind, 
legal zeal of his own glory, but with the true evange- 
lical zeal of Chriſt's glory; and Jo amend by coming out 


of. 
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of this dead faith into the true lively juſtifying faith. 
For, to him that overcometh this Dead Faith (ſaith 
Chrift) will J grant to fit with me in my throne, even 
as I alſo overcame, and am ſet down with my Father 
in his throne. He that hath an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit ſaith unto the churches, Rewe/. 3. 18. to 22. 
Aud for this cauſe have I penned this ſhort and abrupt 
Treatiſe diſcovering this moſt dangerous Dead Faith, in 
Soewing how far it will go in the likeneſs and appear- 
ance of true chriſtianity, and true ſaving faith, and 
yet how far it comes ſhort of the ſame, becauſe they do 
unt believe with the heart unto true righteouſneſs, and 
confeſs the ſame with a thankful and joyful mouth unto 
ſalvation, Rom. 10. 10. and ſo do ſhew by their bragging 
-phariſaical life, that they periſh with the famine in 
their Hearts, whilſt the fleſh of quails is in their 
mouths, P/al/m 78. 30, 31. And hereunto I have ad- 
Joined the ſhorteſt courſe that the word of GOD, and 
the eftabliſhed doctrine of our Church preſcribeth, how 
we miniſters may ourſelves come out of this moſt dan- 
gerous DEAD FAI TRA, and call others out of the 
Same into the true lively and juſtifying Faith. Try 
all things, and keep that which is good, 1 Theſalon. 
5. 21. And accept chriſtianly in good part the good 
ewill of him that is glad (Chriſtian Reaper) if he may 
ſpeak or write a word that may edify thee in thy moſt 
holy Faith, Jude 20. Uſe it in the fear of GOD. 


And thus I leave thee to the word of his grace, which 
is able to build further, 


Thine in all Chriſtian Affection, 


— 
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The DiscovERT of the nt 
dangerous DEAD FAITH. 


Mongſt divers and ſundry Cauſes of Peoples being 
offended at, and of cavilling againſt he INE 
word of God, and the proteſtant's deſcription of 
the wedding garment of Chriſt's perfe& rightcontels by 
which the juſtify*d perſon is made /o truly, and /o perfect- 
ly holy and righteous from all ſpot of fin in the fight of 
God, that God doth, and (by his actual power) can fee 
no fin in his juſtify'd children freely by faith only, with- 
out works; Rev. 3. 18. The chiefeſt cauſe of all 
their cavils, containing in a manner, all the reſt, is 
the dead faith; it being not able. to underſtand the 
myſteries of Chriſt, as St. Pau teſtifieth to the carnal 
Corinthians, ſaying, the natural nas receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are fboliſb- 
neſs unto him, neither can he know them, becauſe they are 
ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. 2. 14. For the removal of 
which dead faith, four main things are here eſpecially to 
be conſider'd. | | | 
Firft, ave muſt mark how far the dead faith will go 
in the profeſſion of the goſpel ; and how like it is to the 
true, lively, juſtifying, and ſaving faith, being as like the 
true faith, Joth in itſelf, and in reſembling all the aftions 
of the true faith, as the image in the looking-glaſs is like, 
and doth imitate the pv that looketh into the ſame ; be- 
cauſe the dead faith confifteth of theſe three parts. | 
Firſt, ſuch as are in this dead faith, may have great 
knowledge of the whole word and will of God, and 
may join therewith the reading of all the doctors and 
expoſitors in the church, and alſo may be zealous preach- 
ers of the ſame: as St. Paul declares, Rom. 2. 17. ſaying, 
| Bebold thou art called a Few (that is, one of God's cho- 
ſen above all the nations of the earth) and reſteth in the 
law (that is, in the word and doctrine delivered from 
Bm | heaven) 
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heaven) and glorie/t in God: And knoweſt his will, and 
approveſt the things that are excellent, being inſtructed 
in the law, or word, verſe 18. And art confident that 
thou art a guide of the blind, a light of them that are in 
darkneſs, Verſe 19. An inſtructer of the fooliſh, a teacher 
of the ignorant, having the whole form of knowledge, and 
of the truth of the law, &c. Again, the law Hall not 
periſh from the prieſt, nor counſel from the wiſe, nor the 
word from the prophet. Come let us ſmite Jeremiah with 
the tongue, Jer. 18. 18. For que have the, adoption, and 
the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the lawp, and 
the ſervice of God, and the promiſes, Rom. g. 4. and ſuch 
like ſcriptures ſhewing great knowledge in this dead faith. 
Secondly, Such may have a kind of ſtrong faith in all 
God's graces through Chriſt, and thin that they believe 
them as well and as truly as any other, as theſe and ſuch- 
like ſcriptures teach : T hou Jaye Jam rich, and increa- 
fed with goods, and have need of nothing ; but thou knoww- 
e not, that thou art wretched, and miſerable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked, Rev. 3 17. Again, When many 
believed Philip which preached the things that concerned 
the kingdom of God, and the name of Jeſus: then Simon 
Magus himſelf alſo believed, and was baptized, and con- 
tinued with Philip, and wondered when he ſaw the figns 
and great wonders which were done, Acts 8. 12, 13. Again, 
the Apoſtle faith, Icwauld not have you ignorant, brethren, 
that all our fathers were baptized unto Moſes in the cloud 
and in the ſea, and did all eat the ſame ſpiritual meat, and 
did all drink the ſame ſpiritual drink; for they drank of 
that ſpiritual rock that followed them, and that rock was 
Chriſt. But with many of them God was nat well pleaſed, 
for they were deſtroyed in the wilderneſs, and periſhed, 1 Cor. 
10. 2, to 11. Thus we ſee that many bad gueſts do fit 
down at the feaſt of the goſpel, ſeeming in thir own opi- 
nion to abound in faith and knowledge, to whom nothing 
is wanting but only the not- having on the wedding gar- 
— Mat. 22. 12. Thus much of their /zemng ſtrong 
Thirdly and laſtly, ſuch 28 ate in this dead faith may 
have a kind of great humiliation and earneſt repentance: 
As Ahab (cho he wasa King) rept his cloaths in great repent- 
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ance, and put on ſackcloth upon his fleſh, and faſted and 
lay in ſackcloth, and walked ſo mournfully, that the 
Lord the ſearcher of hearts ſaid, Sezff thou how Ahab 
humbleth himſelf before me ? mark, before me, the Lord, 
and not before the world only ; and yet was Ahab one in 
this dead faith. And again, as Dawid in the true faith 
repenting, ſaid, I have greatly ſinned in that I have 
done, and harve done very fooliBh. So did Saul in the dead 
faith ſay, I have finncd, and hawe done fooliſhly, and 
hade erred exceedingly : Thou art more righteons than I; 
for thou haſt render d me good, and I have render d thee 
evil: and he lift up his voice and wept, 1 Sam. 24. 16, 
17. and 26. 21. Neither only may ſuch have this great 
hamiliation and earneſt repentance, but alſo they may 
have a great zeal of God's glory, and an earneſt endea- 
vour of holy and righteous walking in all God's Com- 
mandments, as it is plainly declared, J. 58. 2, 3. fay- 
"ing, Yet they ſeek me daily, and delight to know my 
ways, as a nation that did righteouſneſs, and forſook 
not the ordinances of their God. They aſe of me the 
ordinances of juſtice: They take delight to draw near un- 
to God by prayer and faſting, and puniſbing and affiftin 
of themſelves. And this they may do, not only not Ui 
temblingly and for vain glory and praiſe of men, as 

many groſs hypocrites and Phariſees did, mentioned 
Matth.6. but as other Phariſees did of a good intent, ſo 
zealouſſy aiming at God's glory, in reſiſting their cor- 
ruptions and fins; and fo fervently following righte- 
ouſneſs according to the law of God, Rom. 9. 31. to 
the intent to be a holy people unto God by their works 
and well-doings ; that concerning prayer, and faſting, 
and all good works, and righteouſneſs of the law they 
may be unblameable; as Paul teitifieth of himſelf and 
many other Jews before their converſion to the goſpel, 
ſay ing, I bear them record that they have the zeal of 
God, Rom. 10. 2. Inftantly ſerving God day and night, 
Acts 26. 7. So eagerly following the Izw of righte- 
ouſneſs, as it were 'by the works of the law, Rom. g. 
31, 32. that concerning the righteouſneſs of” the lau 
they were unblameable, Phil. 3. 6. whereupon the Pha- 
riſees ſaid, I thank thee, O God, that concerning the 
8 * lecond 
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ſecond table, I am no extortioner, nor unjuſt perſon, nor 
adulterer, nor as this Publican. And in the firſt table 
of the law, I am ſo zealous in thy worſhip, that I faſt 
twice in the week, and ſo careful to maintain thy ſer- 
vice and relief of the poor, that I give tithe of all that 
1 poſſeſs, Luke 18. 11, 12. And by this opinion of 
righteouſneſs and well-pleaſing of God, Paul being 
taught according to the perfet manner of the law of the 
fSathers,. was /o zealous towards God, as they were all at 
that time, that he perſecuted the chriſtians unto death, 
binding and delivering into priſon, both men and women, 
Acts 22. 3, 4. And after Paul was converted, this de- 
vout, blind keeping of the law ſirred up the devout 
and honourable women, and the chief men of the City, 
and raiſed Perſecution againſt Paul and Barnabas, and 
expelled both them and Chriſt himſelf with them, ont of 
their coaſts, Acts 13 15. Thus we fee this firſt main 
point proved, how far the dead faith goeth in humilia- 
ti on, repentance, and zealous keeping of the law, where- 
in they greatly appear in outward profeſſion to them- 
ſelves and others, to be zealous chriſtians in the true 
faith of Chriſt; whereas-in this dead faith, gilt and var- 
niſbed over with a blind, legal zeal of keeping all God's 
will and commandments, they are inwardly rather Fews, 
and devout zealous Phariſees, than true ſaved chriſtians. 
And thus much of the firſt point, how far the dead 
faith will go iu the profeſſion of the goſpel, and how like 
it is to the true ſaving faith. | 

2. The ſecond main point is, that now aue conſider the 
plain and evident marks whereby this dead faith ma 
be diſcerned, and <whereby it diſcovereth itſelf to 
naught in the three aforeſaid parts, and appearances of 
the true lively faith. | = Ad 

1. Firſt, their foreſaid great knowledge before de- 
ſcribed is but literal, as is before deſcribed, Rom. 2. 
17. to 29. And they are ſo puffed up with their ſup- 
poſed great knowledge, 1 Cor. 8. 1. that they think 
they underſtand and know as much as any true child 
of God can know, inwardly and ſecretly abhorring to 
ſeem to learn any thing of any man; and yet they 
know nothing, neither the law nor the goſpel, neither 

| hs” - faith 


1 a Www Al 2 i. 


(17) 
faith nor works truly, as St, Paul teſtifieth, ſaying, 
Now if any man thinketh that he knoweth any thing, he 
knoweth nothing yet, at he ought ta know, 1 Cor. 8. 2. 
For they being uxmeoi arbpuro, that is, men meerly 
conſiſting of a natural Soul, do underſtand the bene- 
fits and myſteries of Chriſt after a carna/, and human- 
witted faſhion of underſtanding ; and having not on the 
wedding garment, do hang upon works, “ and ſtick faſt 
in the religion of reaſon, and in the light of nature, de- 
ſcribed by the Apoſtle, Rom. 2. 14, 15. ſaying, the 
Gentiles which have not the law, do: by nature the 
things contained in the law, which ſhew the works and 
effet of the law written in their hearts, their conſci- 
ences alſo bearing witneſs, and their thoughts accuſing 
them, that is, with fear of puniſhment -when oy do 
evil; and excuſing them, that is, with hoping to ſpeed 
well, when they do well; here is the whole main of 
their religion. And do thus draw others from faith and 
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* So our bleſſed Lord tefified concerning the doctor. 
and profeſſors of the law, that did they believe Moſes 
whom they profeſſed, and thought they Lelitued and fol- 
lowed, they would have believ'd him, becauſe he wrote 
of him; and again tells them, there was one who 
would condemn them, even Mo/es in whom they truſted: 
Again he tells them, as they did not believe Mo/es and 
the prophets, ſo neither would they believe, tho one 
roſe from the dead. It may be aſked, how could they 
t2/fibly miftake and deceive themſelves fo'? why, bec har 4 
as our author ſays, they believed what Moſes and the 
prophets ſaid after their own carnal and human witted 
faſhion of underſtanding, they did not receive God's word 
as an additional knowledge to them, thereby to be inform'd 
in the matter of their ſalvation, in «what their reaſon 
could not. inform them, but inſtead thereof, they ſquar'd 
and brought down the ſcriptures to bear proportion only 
to the natural underſtanding they had already, and by 
this means, tho" they had God's .word, and profeſſed to 
know and believe it, yet it was unprofitable to them, and 
they knew and believed no more than they would if they 
had not had God's word at all. N 
"oh Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, to hang upon works with themſelves, and ſo 
make a number of ſefts and ſchiſms about works, pw 
ing all goſpel itſelf into precept upon precept; and line 
3 2 28. 10. —— der geh and ſenſual, 
not having the Spirit, Jud. 19. ugh they talk and 
glory greatly of it, yet they ſee not, and diſcern not 
the ſpiritual and inviſible benefits wrought upon God's 
children by the blood of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 2. 9. but only 
(picaram inftar) after the manner of pies do 'chatter 
them: All their ſeeming great knowledge being 
meerely blindneſs and darkneſs; yea, (which is wonder- 
ful) none ſo blind as they; as theſe and ſuch like fcrip- 
tures teach: Hear ye deaf, and regird ye blind, that ye 
may ſee ; who is blind but my ſervant, and deaf” as 
ply meſſenger that I end? who is blind as the pri 

42. 17, 18. Whereupon the ſame prophet faith, 
ay yourſelves and wonder, they are blind and male 
you blind: Therefore - behold” I «vill do 4 marwvellons 
vort in this prople; "even a marvellous wort, and 4 
wonder. For the wiſdom of the i men full periſh, 
and the under landing of their prudint men ful] be 
hid. For the Lord hath covered you with .a ppirit of 


"flumber, and have ſhut up your eyes, the prophets and 


your chief 'feers hath he covered, Ia. 29. 9, 10, 14. 
The reaſon whereof is, becauſe they ſeeing do not Jer, and 
hearing they do not underſtand, Matt. 13. 13. whereby 
in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Jalah ; faying, By 
hearing they ſhall hear, that is, 'they hear fas they think) 
pegs y, but ſhall not underſtand; and ſeeing ye ſhall 

„that is, they ſhall ſee (as they think) excellently 
well, but not perceive. For this people's heart is waxed 
groſs, and their ears are dull of hearing. And with 
their eyes they have winked, leſt they ſhould" ſee with 
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and ſhould '\under- 
ſtand with their hearts, and ' ſhould return that I might 
heal them. And yet they ſay, are we blind alſo? But 
Jeſus ſaid unto them, If you were blind, ye ſhould in 
compariſon have no fin: But now ye fay we ſee ; there- 
fore your ſin remaineth (double.) For J am come unto 


juug ment into this world, that thry hich ſee nat might 


ſees, and that they which . ſay they) ſee might be maile 
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bind, John 9. 39, 40, 41. And yet by this blindneſs, they 
calumniating the faith, words and works of the true be- 
lievers, are ever ready preſt to call light darkneſs, and - 
darkneſs light, good 'evil, and cuil good, and to pat bit- 
ter for ſweet, and ſaueet for bitter, Ia. 5. 20. And 
thus much of their great knowledge that are in the dead 

faith, being meer blindneſs as we lee. 
2. Secondly, concerning, their faith. they 
ſcem to have a ſtrong faith in the myſteries of the go 
pel, and-to 2 eloquently the benefits of Chriſt: 
Yet they ſpeak prepoſterouſly, ignorantly, and confuſed- 

ly of them, ſaying, Sibboleth, but cannot ſay $hibbo- 
/cth, And becauſe when they ſpeak of them, they un- 
derſtand not what they ſpeak ; all things in the plain 
goſpel being unto them in parables, as Chrift ſaith, 
Mark 4. 11, 12. therefore they will not only in divers 
ſermons, but oftentimes in one and the ſame fermion, or 

conference, if not in plain words, yet in plain ſen 

ſpeak flat contraries, in and to the works of Chriſt, a 
myſteries of the goſpel ; and fo fay and unſay, faymg 
one way, and unſaying, and denying the ſame" things a- 
gain another way. And thus do /ee many things, (as the 
prophet. Jaiab 42. 20. ſaith) but keep not neither in 
words nor deeds, 40 the cauſes, to the nature, or to the 
| effects of the things which they ſeem to ſee, grant, and 
hold. Becauſe though they be great doors, yet they 
know not what they ſpeak, nor whereof they affirm, 
and even (as it were) confidently ſwear to, 1 Tim. 1. 7. 
eſpecially in the ſpiritual benefits, and myſteries of the 
goſpel. And ſo are St. James his double-minded men, 
toſled to and fro; like a wave of the ſea, and are un- 
ſtable in all their ways of religion, and theſe obtain 
nothing of the Lord, Fames 1. 6, 7, 8. And all their 
ſcemiag ſtrong faith is indeed before God nothing elſe 
but meer unbelief, as Chriſt teſtifieth of ſuch, ſaying, 
There are ſome. of you, (namely that profeſs by be- 
lieving that you are my diſciples) but ye believe not: 
For Jeſus knew from the beginning who they were that 
beliewed not, aud who Should betray him, john 6. 64. 
| And this dead faith being like a dead man, that cannot 
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ſtay up himſelf to ſtand upon his own feet, nor reſt up- 
on his own ſtrength ; they go about to ſet him up, and 
to underprop this dead man, that is, this dead faith with 
the rotten flaff of their works. And hereupon giving 
but @ flouriſh of praiſe now and then to faith in general ; 
they being utterly ignorant and void of true juſtifying 
and ſaving faith, do dwell in, reſt upon, and ſtay u 
themſelves and their dead faith principally by works. And 
hereupon do in their hearts dignify, and in their words 
magnify, extol, and extort with legal arguments a pre- 
pofterous ſanctification, repentance, mortification, grace, 
and graces, Popiſbly and falſly underſtood ; new life, holy 
and righteous walking, univerſal obedience to all God's 
commandments, ſincerity, humiliation, uprightneſs, faſt- 
ings, eneration, Popiſhly alſo and falſly underſtood ; 
— fuck like works — rn Þ (as I wa with legal ar- 

uments, of I hope of rewards and ſpeedings well, if we 

o them; and with fear of puniſhments and ſpeeding ill, 
if we have them not; which how much the more the 
are thus prepoſterouſly exacted and legally extorted, ſo 
much the more under terms and titles of the goſpel, 
ſuch preachers teach but the light of nature, the pride 
of works, and the vain glory of man; and ſo do 
withdraw people from Chriſt to hang upon their own 
works and doings; by reſting upon the popiſh rotten 
pillar, that God accepts * the vill for the deed, and fo 
do drown Chriſt's glory, free juſtification, do deſtroy 
faith, waſte and conſume the church of Chriſt, teach a 
falſe baſtard ſanctification, and are thoſe dangerous ſe- 
ducers of ſouls, that the faithful are commanded (as 
they will continue chaſte virgins to Chriſt, and not to 
be beguiled with Eve by the fabtilty of the ſerpent, and 
ſeduced from the ſimplicity of their faith that is in 
Chriſt) to diſcern and take notice of, as they, are de- 
ſcribed, 2 Cor. 11. 13, 14, 15. where the Apoſtle fore- 
warneth, and thereby ſufficiently fore-armeth all the. 
children of wiſdom by thus plainly deſcribing them. 
They profeſs themſelves Apoſtles ; that is, ſent forth of 
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M hereby their awn ſincerity is truſted to inſtead of 
Chriſt. | 
0 God; 
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God; But they are (ſaith Pau/) falſe Apoſtles, and they 
are great workers, but (faith he} deceitful workers. 
How deceitful ? transforming themſelves (faith he) into 
the Apoſtles of Chriſt ; that 1s, as if they were the true 
miniſters of Chriſt, and taught the true goſpel of Chritt ; 
and no marvel; for Satan himſelf is transform'd into 
an Angel of light, and therefore it 1s no great thing if 
his miniſters transform themſelves, as though they were 
the miniſters of righteouſnels ; that is, calling earneſtly 
for all works of righteouſneſs. But their end ſhall be 
according to their works and righteouſneſs, that is, tho” 
they ſeem to be the principal men that ſhall be faved, 
yet the ſame Apollle threatens to them certain deſtruc- 
tion. Which he warneth of purpoſe that we may not 
believe every ſpirit, but rather ry the Spirits (by this 
deſcription) whether they be of God, 1 John 4. 1. Seeing 
theſe are the wolves whereof St. Paul gave warning, 
Acts 20. 29, zo. that ſhould ariſe up out of the allowed 
miniſtry, and ſhould teach not ſeeming falſe things, but 
only Meg u, prepoſterous things, & or true things 
out of crder, ſetting the cart before the horſe ; that is, 
caring more to call for works and a good life, than 
they care whether the people have aſſurance of the ſound 
faith of their free and perfect juſtification, whereby, al- 
though the people bear them record, and app aud them, 
that they have the zeal of G; yet it is not according to 
the knowledge of free juſtification ; gau (by a carnal 
underſtanding of free juſtification) they being ignorant of the 
righteouſneſs of God, muſt needs go about to eſtabliſh and 
ſet up the golden calf of their own and the people's own 
righteouſneſs, of their ſuppoſed ſanctification, works, and 
well-doings ; and by thinking ſecretly in their heart with 
the Papiſi, that free juſtification is c learned and is 
ready to open the gate to the people to live wickedly 
and looſely, they ſeldom and lightly preach free juſti- 
| fication, and thereby ſhew that they have not ſubmitted 
themſelves to the righteouſneſs of God, Rom, 10. 2, 3. 
And ſo are the miniſters of Satan (as the true Proteſtants 
ſay) and are white devils that preach a ſecret idolatry under 
the likeneſs of the true miniſters of the goſpel ; and for dark- 
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ning and giving a Judas his ki/5 to free juſtification (which 
only makes the true church of Chriſt, and by which 
only Chriſt reigns in his church, as a free and glorious 
Redeemer and Saviour) do ſtand iþ/o facto accurſed of 
God, and excommunicated by St. Paul, though in all 
other gifts (and as they ſay graces) they be like angel. 
from heaven, as St. Paul teſtifieth, Gal. 1. 8, 9. And 
becauſe the greateſt multitude of holy religious ones (in 
a cold love to Chriſt, and a hot love to themſelves in 
their own doings and vain glory) care not to zry the 
Spirits whether they be of God, or no, 1 John 4. 1. 
therefore God ſends them (theſe zealous and holy work- 
ing preachers in the dead faith as) /ffrong deluſions, 
Ezek. 14. 9. that they ſhould believe lies and be damned, 
becauſe they receive not the lowe of the truth of the wed- 
ding. garment, being the only ſaving truth, Gal. 3. 1. 
to 8. that they might be ſaved, 2 Thel. 2, 10, 11, 12. 
and that only mates us free, John 8. 32. And being 
freed from the bondage and ſervilc yoke of works, that 
the children of God in the Old Teſtament were under, 
Gal. 3. 23, 24, 25. and chapter 4.-1, 7. doth make us 
ftand faſt in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath made 
us free, and not to be entangled in the ſaid yoke of bon- 
dage again, Gal. 5. 1. whereas contrariwiſe, ſuch zealous 
legal Profeſſors, are either ſeeming humble, proud Pha- 
riſees confident in their own well-doings, Luke 18. 11, 
12. or elſe ever wounded in their ſouls, diſtracted into 
ſeats, and troubled in their conſciences about their life 
and doings. And God in juſt judgment for the ingra- 
titude of ſuch, doth ſuffer blind zealous leaders of the 
blind zealous multitude oftentimes every where to ſwarm 
and abound +, whereby both preachers and innumerable 
people fall into the pit of deſtruction, as Chriſt the 
truth itſelf teſtifieth 'and denounceth, Matt. 15. 14. Let 
them alone, they be blind leaders of the blind: And if the 
blind lead the blind, both ſhall fall into the ditch, to 
wit, of deſtruction. And theſe are the traytors, that 
under colour of greateſt friendſhip with God, and of 


14 Obſerve then, ſuch teachers are not to be look'd 


upon. as bleſſings from God, but rather as juft judgments, 
car/es, and Egyptian plagues, | lvying 
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lying in his very lap by working out their falvation, in 
diſtruſt, in free-grace, and in truſt in their works and 
well doings, do break our peace with God in this land; 
do betray whole kingdoms and countries into their ene- 
mies hand. Becauſe they truly know not free juſtifi- 
cation, that only makes our peace with God, as theſe 
and ſuch like ſcriptures teach. Rom. 5. 1. Therefore be- 
ing juſtified by faith, wwe have peace with God, &c. this 
place being an expoſition, as it were of that ſaying, 
Num. 23. 21. ſpoken thei but prophetically, inchoa- 
tively, and typically at the lifting up of the braſen ſer- 
nt, ſaying, God ſceth no iniquity in Jacob, and he 
ech no tranſgreſſion in Hrael. This is to be juſtified 
by faith. Then follows the peace and rgg iati 
that we have therefrom Therefore end God 
is with him, and the joyful ſhout of a. 
them; that comes only by free juſtification 
hecy is now by Chriſt the ſubſtance (fignified by that 
— ſerpent) fully wrought and compleatly exhibited 
and brought upon us in the New Teſtament, ſaying, 
And ye which were in times paſt rangers and enemies 
in your mind by evil works, hath he now reconciled : 
How or by what means? In the body of his fleſh through 
death, by making you ſo holy, that you are &pwjor x} 
avi x, without all blame and without all fault in 
God's fight; if you continue rooted and grounded in this 
faith of free juſtification by Chriſt's blood and death, 
and be not moved away from this hope of the goſpel, Col. 
1. 21, 22, 23. But contrariwiſe, Chriſt weeping over 
Jeruſalem, denounced, that their enemies ſhould lay 
their city and them even with the ground, and not 
leave a flone upon another that ſhould not be caſt down; 
why? becauſe they 4new not the things that did belong 
to their peace, that is, they knew not their reconciha- 
tion by Chriſt, they knew not his righteouſneſs to 
juſtify them, which only makes peace with God; but 
theſe things were hid from their eyes, Luke 19. 41, 42, 
44. Therefore did the prophet ſay, For Zion's fake I 
will not hold my tongue, and for Feru/alem's ſake I 
will not reſt until the righteoufneſs thereof break forth 
as the light; for then the ſafety and ſalvation * 
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will be as a burning lamp. And when the Gentiles, or 
ple ſee thy righteouſneſs, and. the kings thy. glory, 
thou ſhalt be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. It ſhall no 
more be ſaid unto thee, forſaken; neither ſhall it any 
more be ſaid unto thy lands, de/o/ate ; but thou ſhalt be 
called Hephziah, that is, my delightis in her, for the Lord 
will delight in thee, /. 62. 1, 2. For thy people ſhall be 
all righteous, they ſhall poſſeſs the land for ever, the graft 
of my planting ſhall be the work of my hands, that I may 
e glorified, Iſa. 60. 21. Becauſe, as by one man's diſc- 
bedience many were made ſinners, ſo by the obedience of one 
ſhall many (to the end of. the world) be made righteous, 
Rom. 5. 19, whereby, if by one's man's offence, the 
diſpleaſure, anger of God, and death reigned by one ; 
much more they which receive that abundance of grace, 
and that abundance of the gift of that righteouſneſs, ſhall 
reign in reconciliation, well-pleaſizg of God, peace and 
life through one, that is, Jeſus Chriſt. That as fin had 
reigned unto diſpleaſure, wrath, and death; even / might 
grace reign by righteouſneſs unto reconciliation, peace, 
and eternal life by Jeſus Chrift cur Lord, Rom. 5. 17, 21. 
But contrariwiſe, they that are not juſtified by ith, have 
no peace with God; but by their dead faith are four-fold 
traytors ; namely, traytors to Chriſt and his goſpel, tray- 
tors to his church and children, traitors to their king and 
country, and traytors to their own bodies and ſouls, ſeem- 
ing great friends to all theſe, but betraying every one of 
theſe with a Judas his kiſs. Becauſe, although they ſeem 
in this dead faith, and blind zeal of the law and works, 
be lifted up in as high a faith and happineſs as any can be; 
yet if they do not come out of this dead faith when they 
die, be it ſooner or later, they caſt down themſelves into 
greater damnation than if they had never profeſſed God's 
word, and the goſpel of Chriſt at all, as Chriſt teſtifieth 
Matth. 11, 23, 24. ſaying, and thou Capernaum, that 
art exalted into Heaven, (namely, in profeſſing God's 
word) ſhalt be threwn down to hell; for f the \mighty 
evorks which have been done in thee (much more being 
profeſſed to be received and believed of thee) had been 
done in Sodom, it would baue remained until this y + ; 
| | "Bas 
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But I ſay unto you, it ſhall be more tolerable or eaſy for 
the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for thee. 
And again, Wo be unto you ſcribes and phariſees hypocrites, 
for ye compaſs ſea and land (that is, talè exceeding great 
pains and labour) to make one proſelyte, (that is, one zea- 
lous profeſſor, as you fay, of the pure word of God, and 
holy worſhip of God) and when he is made, you make 
him two-fold more the child of hell than yourſelves, Matth. 
23.15. And thus much of the dead faith, gilt over with 
the legal zeal of works, and conhdence of practiſing re- 
pentance, humiliation, and all holy duties, by a /uppo/ed 
univerſal obedience to all God's commandments : and yet 
all is but a falſe legal baſtard ſanctification. 

3. But now thirdly, which moſt of all diſcovereth this 
dead faith, and blind zeal of the good works of the law 
to be mere ſuperſtitious hypocriſy, whereof Chriſt giveth 
warning to his diſciples, ſaying, Firſt of all beware of 
the leawven of the phariſces, which is hypocriſy, Luke 12. 1. 
If the old matter of the pure goſpel be uttered but after 4 
new manner, otherwiſe than theſe like blind mill-horſes are 
cuſtomed to run round in: or if their literal knowledge, 
dead faith, and blind legal zeal be any way a little croſ- 
ſed, or but touched (although a faithful Miniſter muſt 
needs teach nowve but not zowa, that is after à new manner, 
but ot any new matter) yet theſe humble ones, juſt like 
Nicodemus, John 3. in that new manner of ſpeaking do 
riſe up againſt Chriſt, and count the old myſteries of 
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f Chriſt and of his goſpel to be nova, novelties, new doctrines; 
1 as theſe ſaid when Chriſt himſelf began firſt to preach 
, the old revealed will of his Father, hat thing is this? 
3 what new doctrine is this? Mark 1. 27. Yea they count 
4 the ſame ſtark nought, and mere fooliſhneſs, as St. Paul 
0 ſaith, Vvxix%; 49pur®-, the natural man, or the man of 
: a mere human ſoul perceiveth not the things of the Spirit 
h of God, but they are fooliſhneſs unto him, neither can he 
If perceive them, 1 Cor. 2.14. And becalule they are not 
0 truly humbled to tremble at every word of God, to be- 
7 lieve the ſame according as it is ſpoken, agreeable to 
8 th- greatneſs and majeſty of God the ſpeaker, Rom. 4. 18. 
” And becauſe their foreſaid legal zeal of their holy work- 
. ing i void of chriſtian 1 and charity; therefore their 
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feet are ſwift to pick quarrels, to make a man an offender 
for a word, and to turn afide the juſt for a thing of nought, 
If. 29. 21. And feeling their dead faith, and corrupt 
worſhip of God P be, as I ſaid, but touched ; then their 
blind zeal calumniating (as I faid before) the faith, word;, 
and works of true believers, boileth forth into out-cries 
of errors, hereſies, and blaſphemies: And moſt innocent 
Chriſt himſelf ſhall among theſe not eſcape the black cen. 
ſure of being counted a ſeducer of the people, and a blaſ. 
phemer and troubler of the church: thus vilely ſpeaking 
evil, and blaſpheming the things they knoww not, as Jude ſaith 
verſe 10. And being by their corrupt light of nature, natu- 
rally born ſubtil ſophiſters againſt the light of grace and faith: 
hereby out of the ſweet flowers where the bee ſucketh ho- 
ney, they by the cunning art of malice do ſuck poiſon: 
And then caſt the imputation thereof upon the truth with 
out-cries of errors, hereſies, and blaſphemies ; when all the 
hereſy, and blaſphemy is the nbelief in their own hearts, 
And thus being thoſe trat h- bitiug dogs (mentioned in the 
ſcripture, Phil, 3. 2.) that bark in the day-time at true 
men, they ſtick not to charge the truth, that it breaketh 
the peace of the church, and troubleth all 1/-ae/: when 
it is not he (as God's word and the eſtabliſhed doctrine 
of our church largely teach) that maintaineth the truth, 
and heldeth faſt the faithful word, Tit. 1. 9. But the 
unbelievers in the dead faith, that cavil and ſophiſtrate, 
and refiſt the truth. Theſe are they that trouble the 
church, that is, make tumults ; becauſe they can never, 
with Nicodemus, leave wrangling, tumultuating, deriding, 
and ſcoffing at the Truth of Chriſt's myſteries, as ſeeming 
error, and fooliſhneſs unto them, until their falſe, bloody, 
holy zeal of God's glory proceed to the laſt mark of hy- 
pocrites, even to ſmite Micaiah on tbe cheek, ſaying, 
When went the Spirit of the Lord from me to ſpeak unto 
thee? 1 Kings 22. 24. And ſo they run with ſpeed to 
bitter accuſations, and-bloody perſecutions, except they 
be either, with Nicodemus and Paul, truly enlightened and 
converted to the true faith, or this ſeed of the ſerpent be 
for nib in g at the heels of the faithful children of Goc, 
cruſhed in the head by the wiſe and godly magiſtrate, ot 
(as Cain's brood) be caſt out of the houſe and 8 o 
* : 
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God as 1/maelites, and ſo cut off by God himſelf, as he 
ſaith, Gal. 4. 30. Caſt out the bond-woman and her ſon, 
for the ſon of the bond-woman ſhall not be heir with the 
ſon of the free-woman. And then, and not till then, they 
ceaſe to trouble the church ; God at the laſt thus plainly 
manifeſting to the world, that although their foreſaid holy, 
and bloody blind zeal of God's glory ſeem very beauti- 
ful and be highly eſteemed before men, and in their 
own account; yet that it is moſt vile, and horrible abo- 
mination in the ſight of God ; as Chriſt himſelf teſtifieth 
of ſuch, ſaying, ye are they that juftify yourſelves before 
men; but God knoweth your hearts: For that which is 
highly eſteemed among men, is abomination in the fight of 
God, Luke 16. 15. 

All this deſcription and diſcovery of this dead faith, 
gilt over with the blind zeal and confidence of an univer- 
ial obedience to all God's commandments, is as pithily 
as briefly exprefſed by the eſtabliſhed doctrine of our 
church, ſaying thus; That ſuch men as make a goodly 


: ſew of all good works, and many holy and godly ordi- 

, nances, whereby they appear to the world the moſt reli- 
j gious and holy of all men: yet being blind and void of 

n trac juſtifying faith, that only makes the inſide of the 

e vollel clean and pure, Ads 15. 9, Chriſt that ſaw their 
8 hearts, knew that they were inwardly in the fight of 
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Cod molt unholy, moſt abominable, and fartheſt from 
God of all men. Againſt which ſeQs and their pretend- 
ed holineſs, Chriſt crieth more vehemently than he did 
againſt any other perſons. But why are ſuch holy and 
godly men fo abominable before God? Becauſe (faith the 
ciiabliſhed doctrine of our church) although they ſeem 
to the world moſt perfect men (mark I pray) L in 
fe and doctrine, (why, what can be wiſhed more?) yet 
air judgment prepoſterous, their doctrine ſowr leaven, 
and their life hypocriſy, Ser. of man's miſcry. Sermon 
of free juſtification; and ſermon of good works. 
And thus much of the marks to diſcern who be in this 
dcad faith; which as none can d/cern and aiſcever, bat 
be that is in the true faith: becauſe ſuch an one onlv hath 
the mind of Chriſt, by which he diſcerneth all things; 
but is judged of no man, | Cor. 2. 155 16. So is the 
B 2 matter, 
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matter ſo weighty and worthy to be diſcovered, that I 
heartily wiſh that ſome man of a far greater meaſure 
and gift of faith than myſelf, would ſo point out, and 
plainly lay forth the vileneſs of the ſame, as that the 
uglineſs of it might appear unto all men, as it is in it- 
ſelf; yea I wiſh that every chriſtian were a preacher and 
writer againſt this moſt dangerous dead faith. 

3. Now thirdly, on the contrary fide, becauſe contraria 
inter ſe oppoſita magts elucent ; that is, Contraries ſet one 
againſt another, do ſhine forth the brighter. Let us 
therefore conſider the parts likewiſe, of the true, lively, 
and ſaving faith; which are theſe three. 

Firſt, the true, humble, ſpiritual knowledge : for the 
true knowledge is an humble knowledge, feeling (thro' 
a true fight, yet but a weak fight) the things of the 
kingdom of heaven, being ever ready and willing to 
learn further and more, even of our inferiors that bring 
the true word of God, and pure goſpel of Chriſt, to the 
further edifying of us in our moſt holy faith, Jade 20. 
As learned Apollos, who was mighty in the ſcriptures, 
being a zealous preacher, was willing to admit conference 
with 4quila and Priſcilla a woman, and being infiru#- 
ed by them in the way of the Lord more perfectly, he 
preached Chriſt with great efficacy, As 18. 24. to 28. 
Yea this true humble knowledge is ever crying out with 
Dawid, O open mine eyes that I may ſee the wonders of 
thy law, P/al. 119. 18. For which cauſe Paul prayeth 
fervently for the Epheſians, and all other chriſtians whom 
he had converted, That God the Father of glory, would 
give unto them the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of him, that the eye of their underſtanding 
might be more enlightned, that they might know what th! 
bope is of their calling, ang what the riches of his glt- 
rious inheritance is in his ſaints, Epheſ. 17. 18. 

Again, as the former blind and proud knowledge | 
but literal, ſo this true knowledge is ſpiritual, which / 
the Spirit diſcerneth and ſeeth the iritual things of 
God, both of the law and of the goſpel, eſpecially 
diſcerning and ſeeing the inviſible benefits and unſearct- 


able riches of the goſpel wrought upon us by the _ 
eau, 
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death, and reſurrection of Chriſt *, according as they are 
ſpoken, Rom. 4. 18. being impoſſible to human reaſon, 
bodily ſight, ſenſe, and feeling, as theſe and ſuch like 
ſcriptures teach, The eye hath not ſeen, nor the ears 
heard, nor hath entered in the heart of man, that is, 


| the natural man, the things that God hath prepared for 

them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto 
L us by his Spirit. For the Spirit ſearcheth all things, yea, 
2 the deep things of God. For aubat man knoweth the 
s things of a man, ſave the ſpirit of a man that is in 
', him? Een fo the things of God knoweth no man, 


* There is no way (as this Author well ſays) to diſ- 
cern ſpiritual things, but by the Spirit — according as 
they are ſpoken by the Spirit. Hearing what the Spirit 
faith for reaſon, tho' it is undoubted certainty, ſo far as 
it reaches, yet it cannot poſſibly reach far enough to give 
us any certainty in the matter of ſalvation :- Therefore, a 
revelation from God is abſolutely neceſſary in this point, 
and it is as abſolutely neceſſary that this revelation be 
received as it is ſpoken, and not confined or explained 
away according to our former apprebenſions of things, or 
any other apprebenſions of them than as they are ſpoken, 
for if it is, the end and deſign of revelation, Viz. to in- 
form, is fruſtrated, and ſuch a perſon, tho" they may 
have the ſcriptures by heart, and profeſs to believe them, 
nevertheleſs, remain as ignorant of the things the Spirit 
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of God ſpeaks of, as tho" the Spirit of God had never 
Spoken at all; yea they may be enemies and oppoſers of the 
truths of the Spirit of God; and this is that blind proud 
ignorant literal knowledge of the ſcripture, our Author 
ſpeaks of, out of which there is no other away to eſcape, 
than to take God at his Word, and thus diſcern the 
things of the Spirit of God, by the Spirit, that is, as they 
are SPOKEN by the Spirit. 

Obſerve then hence, they are the greateſt enemies 
the Spirit. of God hath, and moſt dangerous ſeducers of 
ſouls, who impudently preſume to call his word, a dead 
letter, or any way endeavour to leſſen in the peoples 


efteem, the authority and unerring certainty of the ſcrip- 
tures. 
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fee the Spirit of God. New wwe have received not the 
fpirit of the world,” but the Spirit which is of God; that 
oye might know, or as the original word is, du ed, 
that awe might fee the things that are freely given to us of 
Ced, 1 Cor. 2. 9. t0 13. But contrariwiſe, the natural 
or the man of the meer human ſoul, receiveth not, or 
perceiveth not, or approveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God, as they are ſpoken by the Spirit. For they are 
Seeifhneſs unto him, neither can he know them, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned ; but he that is ſpiritual, 
«i/eerneth all things, verſe 14, 15. Again, hereupon 
did Paul ſay, Yea, doubtleſs I count all things but loſs, 
ur the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Feſus my 
Lord, for whom I have ſuffered the lifs of all things, 
ard do count them but dung, that I may gain Chriſt, 
that I may be found in him, not having mine own righte- 
oufneſs which is of the law, but that which is by the 
faith of Chriſt, even that avhich is of God through 
faith, Phil. 3. 8, 9. Thus the ſpiritual man diſcerneth, 
ſeeth, and only eſteemeth and highly prizeth only ſpiri- 
tual things, and inviſible to the bodily eyes; and fo 
hath an ear to hear what the Spirit ſaith, whercof the 
Lord Chriſt fo often ſpeaketh, ſaying, He that hath 
ears to hear, let him hear, Matt. 13. 9. and that which 
is often repeated, Rev. 2. and 3. chapters, ſaying, He 
that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit ſaith unto 
the Churches, And theſe and only theſe do compare ſpi- 
ritual things with ſpiritual, 1 Cor. 2. 13. And thus 
mach of the true ſpiritual knowledge. | 
Secondly, hereof ariſeth the true lively and juſlifying 
faith, which truly ſaveth us, conſiſting in having on the 
wedding garment of Chriſt's perfe& holineſs and righte- 
ouſneſs, making us ſo perfectly holy and righteous, 
from all ſpot of fin in the fight of God freely by faith 
only, without works, that we feel true comfort F, peace 
+ This is not looking for to feel ſomething in order to 
enable us to believe, but it is feeling comfort, becauſe we 
firit believe, contrary to all ſenſe and feeling, that we 
are the righteouſneſs of God in Chriſt. See Truth defend- 


ed, Wc. p. 3, 4. 
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with God in our hearts, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, as 
theſe and ſuch like ſcriptures teach, a. 61. 10. I will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, and my ſoul ſhall be joyful in 
my God: why ? what is the matter ; what is the cauſe of 
ſuch joy and great rejoicing? why, He hath claathed 
me-with the garments of ſalvation : That is juſt matter 
indeed of great joy : A man can wiſh no greater matter of 
joy, than to be cloathed with the garment of ſalvation ; 
what is that garment of ſalvation ? why, he hath covered 
me ewith the robes of righteouſneſs, as a brid:groom 
d:cketh himſelf with his ornaments, and as a bride 
adorneth herſelf with her jewels, But the feaſt of the 
goſpel being furniſhed with gueſts bath good and bad, 
the King came in to ſee the gueſts ; and ſaw there a man 
that had not on this wedding garment: And he ſaid unto 
him, friend, how cameſt thou hither, and haſt not on 
the wedding garment ? and he was ſpecchliſs: Then ſaid 
the King to the ſervants, Bind him hand and foot, take 
him away, and caſt him into utter darkneſs, there ſhall 
be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, Matt. 22. 10. to 14. 
Therefore get on the white robe that thou mayſt be 

cloathed, and thy filthy nakedneſs do not appear : Anoint 
thine eyes with eye-ſalve, that thou mayſt ſee, Rev. 3. 
18. For all have finned, and are deprived of the glory 
of God: but are juſtified (that is, made righteous again) 
freely by his grace through the redemption that is in 
Chrift Jeſus, Rom. 3. 23, 24. For as by one man's diſo- 
bedience many were made finners ; jo by the obedience of 
one ſhall many (to the end of the world) be made righ- 
trous, Rom. 5. 19. That as fin hath reigned unto 
death, even ſo might grace reign by righteouſneſs unto 
eternal life, by Jeſus Chrift our Lord, ver. 21. There- 
Are being juſtified by faith, we hawe peace with God. 
Rom. 5. 1. And thus we are regenerated and freely 
made new creatures to Godward, whereby we are made 
all new, even the righteouſneſs of Ged in this faith of 
Chriſt ; as Paul in ſpirit teſtified, ſaying, IF any man be in 
Chrift, he is a new creature, old things are paſſed away, 
Behold all things are become new ; and all things are of 
God who hath reconciled us unto himſelf, by ' Jeſu, 
Chriſt, But how are all things become new? why 
| | B 4 G 
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God hath made him to be fin for us who knew no fin ; to 
what end? that we might be made the righteouſneſs of 
God in him, that is, by this faith in in him. 
Thus are we become all new, and fo by relying and 
reſting who/ly and only in theſe inwiſible riches wrought 
yz upon us by the blood of Chriſt, impoſſible to our reaſon, 
and contrary to our bodily fight, ſenſe and feeling, we do fo 
walk in the ſteps of the faith of our father Abraham, as they 
are (that we may not err, wander, and go aſtray from them) 
plainly deſcribed by Paul, Rom. 4. 19. to 25. ſaying, Aud 
he not eweak in faith, conſidered not his own body now dead, 
being almoſt an hundred years old; nor yet the deadneſs of 
Sarah's womb, neither did he doubt of the promiſe of Gad 
(concerning the juſtifying ſeed) through unbelief : But 
was ſtrengthened in faith, and gave glory to God, being 
Fully aſſured, that he which had promiſed (would be as 
good as his word, though it ſeemed never ſo impoſſible 
to his preſent ſenſe and feeling, and) was able to do is. 
And it therefore was imputed to him for righteouſneſs. 
Now it was not written for Abraham's ſake only, that 
it was imputed to him for vighteouſneſs ; but alſo for us 
to whom it ſhall be imputed for righteauſneſs, which be- 
liewe in him that raiſed up Feſus cur Lord from the dead, 
ah was delivered to death for our ſins, to no other 
end than % aboliſb them from before his father, Heb. g. 
26. whereby the blood of Feſus Chriſt the Son of God doth 
make us clean from all fin, 1 John 1. 7. And is riſen 
again for our full and perfect juſtification, 

This is the true lively and «juſtifying faith : This 
faith makes us not baſtardly children, but the true, kind, 
proper, and natural children, not of Abraham but of 
Abrabam. This is the faith by which we are truly 
bleſſed, and as truly ſaved as Abrabam himſelf ; as 
Paul teſtifieth, Gal. 3. 8, 9. ſaying, The ſcriptures 
(that is, the Spirit of God ſpeaking in the Scriptures) 
foreſeeing that God would juſtify the heathen through 
Faith, preached the joyful news unto Abraham, ſaying, 
In thee ſhall all A Gentiles be bleſſed: So that they 
ewhich be of this faith, are bleſſed with faithful Abra- 
ham. And what can we deſire more than to be bleſled.? 
Now becauſe this free juſtification, or the having on this 
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wedding garment, cannot be believed and enjoyed by 
this juſtifying faith, but by looking into the gaping 
wounds of Chriſt, bleeding out bis blood and life to 
effect this free juſtification upon the believer. Therefo re 
only this juſtifying faith ſmites the heart of the believer 
with the true love of Chriſt, and of God in Chrift, 
which reflecteth back from God generally upon all men, 
as they bear the image of God, yet relteth principally 
upon the church and houſhold of faith, and maketh the 
true believers to abound in every good work, doing good 
unto all men, hut eſpecially unto the houſhold of faith, 
Gal. 6. 10. and that not of conſtraint, corruptly, and 
hypocritically ; but cheerfully, ſincerely, and joyfully ; 
becauſe both Chriſt and the kingdom of God, and the 
kingdom of heaven by this true, lively, juſtifying faith 
is within us, Luke 17. 21. Into which kingdom of 
heaven mo unclean thing can enter, Rev. 21. 27. Be- 
cauſe this kingdom of heaven is righteouſneſs, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 14. 17. And the more | 
this faith of free juſtification, and of having on this wed- So 
ding garment, encreaſeth ; the more this peace and joy in | 
the Holy Ghoſt encreaſeth. For the which it is called ze 
garment of joy andgladneſs, Iſa. 61. 3. And the more this 
peace and joy encreaſeth, the more the foreſaid love en- 
creaſeth, and enflameth the heart to walk freely, chear- 
fully, and zealouſly in all God's will and commandments 
declaratively to manward, and to do our vocations, and 
all good works freely, of mere love, without hope of 
reward or fear of puniſhment, which is true “ ſanctiſica- 
tion, which cauſeth us to live here among men, as Chriſt 
himſelf lived, that is, not only doing all things, but alſo 
cheerfully ſuffering all things to edify one another in 
our molt holy faith that only ſaves us, Jude 20. And 
to the glory of God our reconciled and well pleaſed fa- 

* Ob/croe this author uſes the word Sandification | 
here and in other places, only to ſignify godly and righteous 
living in the eworld, and not a juppoſed implanted ſomes 
thing in them, diflin&t from the knowledge and faith of 
Chriſt, making them meet for heaven by degrees, as ſome 
in» this day mean by the word. 
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ther in Chriſt, as St. John, 1ſt. epiſt. chap. 2. verſe 6. 
teſtifieth, ſaying, He that ſaith he abideth in Chriſt, 
ought even ſo to walk as be hath walked. Thus much 
of the true ſaving faith. 

Thirdly, of this juſtifying faith that worketh by love, 
there follows inſeparably a true right evangelical zeal 
of God's glory, whereby we feeling how by our origi- 
nal corruption, and by breaking the tenth command- 
ment, and thereby the firſt commandment, and all the 
reſt in our beſt good works, whereby that ſay ing of St. 
James is true in our beſt good works, That awhoſocwer 
ſhall keep the whole Iaw, and yet offend in one point, he 
is guilty of all: we find both our ſelves and all our 
works and beſt actions to be ſo fut up under fin, Gal. 
3. 22. that being truly humbled with a vile eſteem of 
our ſelves and all our beſt good works, we do grant not 
with lip and tongue only (as many 5a/tard proteſtants 
do) but do feel in our hearts in deed and truth, that all 
eur righteouſneſs, even of ſanctification, 7s as foul, ſtain- 
ed, filthy rags, Ia. 64. 6. Whereupon our hearts are 
ſo inflamed with ſuch an high prizing, and only eſteeming 
of the wedding garment of Chriſt's obedience and righte- 
ouſneſs perfectly juſtifying us, and all our works: That 
not only every true miniſter of the goſpel, but alſo every 
true chriſtian ceaſeth all contention about works, and is 
carried with a zealous affection to know nothing among 
God's people ſave Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified to juſtify 
them, 1 Cor. 2. 2. by which they are made ſuch true burn- 
ing coals of God's altar, ſo enflamed with this holy fire 
of Chriſt's love from heaven, that they cannot chuſe 
but enilame and kindle all others that come near them, 
caring for nothing but to be found our {elves, and to 
cauſe others to be found in Chriſt, that is, not having 
our own righteouſneſs in eſteem, which at the beſt is 
but man's glory before men only, Rom. 4. 2. but in the 
moſt precious robes of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, making 
both us, and all our works perfectly holy and righte- 
ous from all ſpot of ſin in God's fight, freely by faith 
only without works; and ſo do truly know Chriſt, and 
grace, aud faith, and works rightly, as theſe and = 
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like ſcriptures teach: Yea doubrieſs, I count all things 
but loſs for the excellent knowledge ſake of Chriſt Jeſus 
my Lord, fer whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all things, 
and do count them but dung, that 1 may win or gain 
Chriſt, and be found in him, not having mine own righ- 
teouſneſs which is of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Chriſt, even the righteouſneſs which is of 
God through faith, Phil. 3. 8, 9. neither do I paſs of 
croſſes and affiiftions at all, nor do I count my Life dear 
unto my ſelf, ſo that I may fulfil my courſe with joy, and 
the miniftry which I have received of the Lord Feſus, to 
reftify the goſpel (that is, the joyful news) of the grace 
of God, Acts 20. 24. That I might be the miniſter of 
Jeſus Chriſt toward the Gentiles, miniſtring (as the wor- 
ſhip of God) the go/pel (that is, the joyful news) of God ; 
That the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, 
being ſancti ed by the Holy Ghoſt. So that from Feru/alem, 
and round about unto Illiricum I have (by Chriſt work- 
ing in me) cauſed to abound the goſpel (that is, the joy- 
ful news) of Chriſt, Rom. 15. 16, 19. Yea, fo 1 forced 
myſelf to preach this joyful news, not where Chrift was 
named, left I ſhould build upon another man's founda- 
lion: But as it is auritten, to aubem he wwas not ſpoken 
of, they ſhall ſee, and they that have not heard, they 
ſvall underſtand, verſe 20, 21. 

All which again is as briefly as notably expreſſed, 4% 
the eſtabliſhed doctrine of our church, out of St. Baſil, 
ſaying thus, This is a perfect and whole rejoicing in God, 
when a man advanceth not himſelf for his own righte- 
ouſneſs; but acknowledgeth himſelf to lack true juſtice 
and righteouſneſs; and to be juſtified by only faith in 

brift, 

And the Apoſtle Saint Paul ſaith, he doth glory; in 
what? in the contempt of his own righteouſneſs ; and that 
he looketh for the righteouſneſs of God by faith, Sermon 
of Salvation, (ſecond part.) Which eftabliſhed doerine 
& cur church, is lamentably loft of too many profeſſors a- 
mong us now a days. Inſtead whereof muſt needs come 
in the contrary doctrine, and religion of rejoicing in, and 
greatly efteeming eur own rightecuſneſs ; but of ſmall joy 
and 1ittle regarding of Chrifi's righteoujne/5 perfectly ju- 
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Rifying us. Thus much of the right zeal of God. 
4. The fourth and laſt point, and main thing to be 
conſider d concerning this dead faith, is, what is the 
ſpeedieſt courſe, and moſt effectual means by which we 
may come out of this dead faith, into the true lively and 
juſtifying faith, and by which we may call others out of 
the ſame ; which ſpeedieſt courſe or moſt effectual means, 
conſiſteth but in two main things throughly marked and 
deeply conſidered. FED 
1. The firſt is to look ſo truly into the pure and infinite 
Tighteous nature of God, that we clearly ſee in the two 
looking-glaſles both of the law and of the goſpel, the hor- 
rible filthineſs of fin to be ſuch, that God cannot but curſe 
and throw out of his favour and liking the creature that 
hath any ſin in his ſight, as theſe and ſuch like ſcriptures 
teach, Deut. 27. 26. Curſed is every man that continueth 
20t in all things that arewwritten inthe book of the law to do 
them. Mark, Curſed, that is, caſt out of my love and favour 
for ever. (Go ye curſed into everlaſting fire, Matt. 25. 
41.) 7s every one that continueth not in all things, that 
3s, that hath the leaſt fin in his fight. For if we have 
the leaſt ſin in God's ſight, we do not continue in 
all things, and ſo muſt needs be accurſed of God; or 
elſe his righteous nature muſt needs. be changeable in 
His definitive ſentence againſt ſin, which cannot be. 
Fearful examples hereof are, firſt, the angels, who 
although they were moſt glorious creatures for pure holi- 
neſs and righteouſneſs : yet as ſoon as they conceived but 
one ſin, but in thought only, God ſpared them not (ſaith 
Peter) that ſinned, but caſt down into heil, and delivered 
them into chains of darkneſs to be reſerved unto condemna- 
tion, 2 Pet. 2. 4. Another fearful example is that of 
Adam, who by one fin only, brought upon him by ſubtilty, 
did caſt himſelf into death and deſtruction, and all his 
oſterity, even infinite millions of men and women, into 
infinite millions of fins and miſeries, as Paul expreſſeth, 
Rom. 5. 12. ſaying, As by one man ſin entered into the 
world, and 7 fin death; ſo deat goeth over all men, 
in that all haue ſinned, whereby through the offence 


of one many be dead, verie 15. Becauſe the judgment came 
Z that one offence upen all men to condemnation, verſe 
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16. Now the reaſon why God carinot but curſe and caſt 


away out of his love and favour, the creature that hath 


any fin in God's fight, is becauſe the horrible filthineſs 
of ſin is ſuch to God's infinite pure and righteous na- 
ture, that God cannot but deteſt, hate, abhor, and count 
abominable the creature in whom he ſeeth any ſin, or 
that hath the leaſt fin in his ſight, as theſe and ſuch like 
ſcriptures teach. Behold the heavens are unclean in 
God's fight, how much more is man filthy and abomina- 
ble, who drinketh iniquity like water ? Job 15. 15, 16. 
Thus we ſee that fin doth make the creature ſpiritu 
foul, filthy, loathſome, and abominable in God's ſight, tho? 
no curſe or puniſhment ſhould follow upon the ſame ; 
as Chriſt himſelf alſo teſtifieth, Mark 7. 20. to 23. ſay- 
ing, That which cometh out cf the man, that defileth 
the man. For out of the heart of man come evil thoughts, 
adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetouſneſs, 
ewickedneſs, deceit, Iaſtiviouſneſs, an evil eye, blaſphe- 
mies, pride, fooliſhneſs. All theſe evil things come from 
within, and theſe defile a man. Therefore did the pro- 
phet Habakkuk ſay, God is of pure eyes and *annot ſee 
fin, and cannot behold iniquity; but he muſt needs de- 
ſtroy either the ſin or the — from before him. But 
for this purpoſe was. the Son of God made manifeſt, that 
(in the faithful) he might deftroy fin, the work of the de- 
wil, 1 John 3. 6. Becauſe he was made manifeſt to 
take away our fins. For in him is no fin, verſe 5. 
But unto the unbelieving Jews the prophet” ſaith, Be- 
hold the Lords hand is not ſportned that it cannot ſave, 
neither is his ear heavy that it cannot hear; but your 
iniquities haue ſeperated between. you and your God, and 
your fins have hindred good things from you, Ila. 29. 1. 
er. . W. \ 
' And * the deeper ſight of this evil of ſin, hear 
three things which the law teacheth concerning ſin, and 
deeply to be conſidered, and daily and diligently to be 
ed upon /ecure conſciences. 

= fir, The horrible encreaſe of the evil of fin, be- 
cauſe the leaſt. fin by the law forbidding it, Exod. 19, 
and 20, chapters, in fearful thundring, and lightning, 
and terrible earthquake, and flanung fire reaching up * 
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the midſt of heaven. Hereby the leaſt fin (I fay) is 
made out of meaſure ſinful : Becauſe the leaſt fin is en- 
creaſed to diſobedience, and diſobedience is rebellion ; that 
is, /piritual high treaſon againſt the higheſt Majeſty ; as 
Samuel teſtifies of the diſobedience of King Saul, 1 Sam. 
15. 23. And as the prophet Daniel confeſſeth of his 
fins, and the fins of his people, ſaying, Wie have finned 
and done wickedly, yea, we have rebelled even by depart- 
ing from thy precepts; and thus (ſaith he again) have 
abe rebelled againſt God, Dan. . 5, 9. But rebellion 
(faith Samuel) is as the fin of witchcraft, and tranſ- 
greſſion is ſtubboruneſe, and flubbornneſs is wickedneſs and 
idolatry. Thus did the law enter upon fin, making the 
offence thereof to abound, Rom. 5. 20. And thus the 
leaſt fin by the commandment forbidding it in ſuch ter- 
rible thundring and lightning, becomes out of meaſure, 
or exceeding ſinful, Rom. 7. 13. And this is the firſt 
thing that the law teacheth concerning fin. 

2. The ſecond thing which the law teacheth is the u. 
titude of our ſins, that the moſt honeſt and moſt religious 
among us are guilty of, againſt every one of the ten 
commandments; eſpecially by the ſpiritual breach of the 
law, as Chriſt expoundeth the ſame, in the fifth, ſixth, 
and ſeventh chapters of Matthew, which made Paul to 
ſee that his whole nature was nothing elſe but a meer 

contrariety to the ſpiritual meaning of the law, ſaying, 
The law is ſpiritual, but I am carnal, fold under ſin, 
Rom. 7. 14. And which made David to cry out ſay- 
ing, My fins have faken ſuch hold upon me, that I am 
not able to look up: Tea, they are more in number than 
the hairs of my head, Therefore my heart hath failed. 
me, Pſal. 40. 12. | 
3. The third thing that the law teacheth concerning 
fin, is the fivefold puniſhment belonging to the lealt fin; 
which God executeth daily and hourly upon one ano- 
ther, being God's whip of five ſtrings, with which he 
'laſheth the children of men in one place or other daily 
and continually, which are theſe five. 

1. Firſt, the curſe of God, Deut. 28. 15, to 20. {if 

thou wilt not hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God 


(namely which he ſpake in thundering and lightning, 
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and flaming fire) but doft break his commandments, (that is, 
doſt do the leaſt fin) hen all theſe curſes ſhall come upon thee, 
and overtake thee; curſed ſhalt thou be in the tœaun, and 
eurſed in the field; curſed ſhall be thy baſket and thy ſtore, 
(that is, thy abundance that /cezs to thee a bleſſing, ſhall 
be to thee accurſed ;) curſed ſhall be the fruit of thy 
body, and the fruit of thy land, and the encreaſe of thy 
line, and the flocks of thy ſheep ; curſed ſhalt thou be when 
thou — in, and curſed alſo when thou goeſt out. The 
Lord ſhall ſend upon thee curſing, wexation, and trouble 
in all that thou ſetteſt thy hand to do, &c. 

2. The ſecond puniſhment is hardne/s of heart, that 
is, no ſpiritual ſenſe or feeling, but /:#t/e caring for this 
curſe of God upon us for ſin, and a flight regarding 
of free juſtification, which is the only remedy and means 
that ſhould heal us of this ſin and curſe, Matt. 13. 15. 
For this peoples heart is waxed groſs, and their ears are 
dull of hearing, and with their eyes they have winked, 
leſt they ſhould ſee with their eyes, and beam with their 
ears, and ſhould underſtand with their hearts, and ſhould 
be converted, and I ſhould heal them: But my people 
ewould not hear my voice, nor 1ſrael would none of me: 
So I gave them up to the hardneſs of their hearts, and 
they have avalked in their own counſel, Pſal. 81. 11, 
12. whereby thou after thy hardneſs and impenitent heart 
heapeſt up like a treaſure to thy ſelf, wrath againſt the 
day of wrath, and of the declaration of the juſt judgment 
of God, Rom. 2. 5. 

3. The third fort of puniſhment for ſin, is all manner 
of miſeries, croſſes and afflictions to body, goods, and 
name, Which are ready every moment to itrike us; but 
to what end? to neck for us, and give us warning to 
be ſure that we be freely juſtified, and have on the wed- 
ding garment of Chriſt's perfect righteouſneſs, as it is 
expreſſed, Fob 33. i9. to verſe 26. A man is chaſtened 
with pain upon his bed, and the multitude of his bones 


ewith ſtrong pain, ſo that his life abhorreth bread, and 


his foul dainty meats. His fleſh is conſumed away ; and 
his bones that were not ſeen, flick out; his life draweth 
near to the grave, &c. But if there be a meſſenger with 
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him, an interpreter one of a thouſand, to ſhew unto a 
man his righteouſneſs, that is, his juſtifying righteouſneſs 
by Chriſt, en God is gracious unto him, and ſaith, de- 
liver him from going down into the pit, I have found 
a ranſom. 

4. The fourth puniſhment of fin is, that uncertain 
death is ready every moment to ſtrike us, we knowing 
neither the time when, nor the place where, nor the 
manner how death will ſtrike us; as God himſelf faith, 
Deut. 28. 66. If thou breakeſt my commandments, and ſo 
doſt fin, thy life ſhall hang in doubt before thee, &c. 
Thou ſhalt have juſt cauſe to fear both night and day; 
for thou ſhalt have no aſſurance of thy life; For God 
ſaid to the rich man, Luke 12. 20. Thou fool, this 
night will they (that is, the devils) fetch away thy ſoul 
from thee, and then whoſe ſhall theſe things be which 
thou haſt provided. So is cvery man that is not rich 
in God, that is, which hath not on the wedding garment 
of Chriſt's perfect righteouſneſs, which only maketh us 
rich in God, Prov. 8. 18. 

5. The fifth and laſt puniſhment for ſin is, when 
death, which is ſo uncertain, is come; then follows the 
full execution of God's juſtice in Hell fire, there to en- 
dure ceaſeleſs and endleſs torments for ever and ever. 
Therefore ſaith Chriſt the teacher of true wiſdom, 7 /ay 
unto you, my friends, be not afraid of them that kill the 
body, and after that are not able to do any more: But 
1 will forewarn you whom you ſhall fear ; Fear him 
ewhich after he hath killed, hath power alſo to caſt into 
Bell; yea I ſay unto you, fear him, Luke 12. 4, 5. for 
then he ſhall ſay, depart ye cur/ed (which all are that are 
not juſtified) into everlaſting fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels; and theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting 
pain; but the righteous only, that is, only they that are 
made perfectly holy and righteous in the fight of God 
freely with Chriſt's righteouſneſs, Hall go into life ever- 
laſting, Matt. 25. 41, 46. 

Thus ought theſe three main things that the law 
teacheth concerning ſin, to be daily and diligently preſſed 
upon /ceping conſciences, ſecure in the lealt fin ; 2 
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the moſt upright, honeſt, yea, and moſt ſanctiſied man in 
works may feel himſelf ſlain by the law, eſpecially by the 
tenth commandment, as Paul was, Rom. 7. q. ſaying, For 
T once was alive without the law ; but when the command- 
ment, thou ſhalt not luſt, or covet, that is, thou ſhalt not 
have the leaſt motion to any fin, came, that I underſtood it, 
fin revived, that is, I ſaw my beſt good works to be ſin 
which I took to be no fin before; but I died, that is, I 
faw myſelf loſt and damned by that beautiful in, which 
took to be à good work before God, and no fin. Aud 
the ſame Commandment which was by obeying it ordain- 
ed unto life, I found by breaking it in my beſt good 
works to be unto death. For fin, that is, original -cor- 
ruption dwelling in me, taking occaſion or force by the 
commandment, deceived me, that is, made my beſt good 
works (as I did them} ſin, when I took them to be no 
lin, and by it, that is, by the commandment diſobeyed 
and broken, /e me, that is, made me to ſee, and feel 
myſelf to be in my beſt and moſt ſanctified good works, 
a loft and damned creature: Becauſe fir, that is, original 
corruption dwelling in me, that it might appear fin, 
did work death in me by that which is good, that is, by 
that turning that into ſin by defect, which was done 
by the good and holy law of God, that fin by the com- 
mandment diſobeyed might become out of meaſure or ex- 
ceeding finful. Hereupon and for this cauſe doth the 
moſt ſanctiſied child of God truly enlightened, and flain 
by the law, by this right underſtanding of this tenth 
commandment, ſee and feel that which is ſpoken of by 
Paul, Rom. 3. 9, to 19. to be moſt true in himſelf, and 
in his beſt ſanQtified works, namely, That there is none 
righteous, no not one, there is none that underſtandeth, 
there is none that ſecketh God ; they are all gone out of 
the wway, they are altogether become abominable, and unpro- 
fitable, There is none that dueth good, no not one. Their 
throat is an open ſepulchre, with their tongues they have 
uſed deceit, the poiſon of aſps is under their lips, whoſe mouth 
7s full of curſing and bitterneſs, their feet are ſwift, 
by anger and malice, to bed blood, deſtruction and miſe- 
are in their ways, and the way of Peace they have 

not 
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wot known ; there is no fear of God before their eyes. And 
whereas the natural man in the Dead Faith will by his 
civil, honeſt, and ſuppoſed ſanQtified life, put all this 
away from himſelf to ſuch as are profane and groſly 
wicked; ſaying, that this is ſpoken of them that are 
meerly and wholly in the eſtate of nature, and that ſo 
peradventure he might have been ſuch a one, but now 
(thanks be unto, God) he is not ſuch a one; yet the 
true ſanctified children of God, that are truly enlightned 
to ſee the ſpiritual meaning of the law, do grant and 
truly feel, that by their daily and continual ſpiritual 
breaches of the law, they are truly ſuch indeed as Paul here 
deſcribeth ; ſo ſhut up under fin, both they and all their 
| beſt ſanctified good works, Gal. 3. 22. that there is not 
1 one that doth good, no not one. Whereby they feel hat 
every mouth, even of the moſt ſanctified, 7s fopped, and 
all the world is found ſubject to the judgment of God. A 
: clear example of the truth hereof is Paul himſelf, who al- 
| though he was one of the moſt ſanQified amongſt men; 
| yet he cried out, ſaying, The law is ſpiritual, but I am 
0 carnal, fold under ſin; for to will is preſent with me; but 
1 find no means how to perform that which is good, Rom. 
7. 18. And thus feeling in himſelf with the prophet 
Jſaiab, that all his righteouſneſs of ſanctification was as 
foul, menſtruous, filthy rags, 1/2. 64. 6. becauſe in all 
his good works he brake the tenth commandment, and 
ſo as much as lay in him, did deſtroy himſelf in all his 
good works, Hoſea 13. 9. Even death itſelf being in 
the pot of his moſt ſanctified good works and beſt actions; 
therefore he cried out, O miſerable man that I am, who 
ſhall deliver me from the body of this death] Rom. 7. 
24. This is to be flain by the law, this is to underſtand 
the law rightly, eſpecially the tenth commandment. And 
this 1s the firſt means to come out of this dead faith, and 
to call others out of the ſame, being throughly marked 
and deeply conſidered. 

2. The ſecond means to come out of this dead faith, 
and to call others out of the ſame is, truly to underſtand, 
and open unto others the exce/lency of free juſtification : 
That as the Spirit hath convinced us, and all our - 
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works of fin by the * looking-glaſs of the law, ſo the 
Spirit may alſo convince us of free given righteouſneſs, 
John 16. 8, 9, 10. namely, that we and all our works are 
of unjuſt made juſt, that is, perfectly holy and righteous 
from all ſpot of fin in the fight of God freely by faith 
only without works. And mark how I ſay, not ſimply 
free juſtification ; but the excellency of free juſtification 
muſt be diligently looked into, and deeply conſidered 
in four principal reſpects. 

1. Firit, in the moſt excellent and glorious cauſes of 
it, being the glorious work of the whole Godhead 
wherein the Father in giving his Son, and the Son in 
pouring forth his blood and life, and the Holy Ghoft 
in F applying it to us, and in cloathing, though myſtr- 
cally, yet truly, our ſouls and bodies with this wedding 


* But let it be obſery'd, at the word looking-glaſs, 
that convifions of this kind (by the looking-glaſs of the 
law) are not conwictions of ſupernatural truths, but all 
within the compaſs of natural reaſon, every man hav- 
ing the Criterion, or mark whereby to judge of the truth 
of what the Iaw ſays in himſelf 2% nature. But the 
conwiction of the Spirit as ſtyled the comforter, are what 
he teſtifies of Chriſt, of his free given righteouſneſs, &c. 
theſe are ſupernatural, and what eye hath not ſeen, ear 
hath not heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of 
man to conceive, but God hath revealed them to us by his 
Spirit. A man has no criterion or mark in himſelſ, 
co hereby to judge of the truths of theſe things by nature, 
but muſt receive and know them upon the credit of God 


ſpeaking, and thus it is only he that believes that has 
the witneſs in himſelf. 


+ The Holy Ghoſt applies it to us in the word, which 


we receiving, faith is begotten or created, as it is writ- 
ten, faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God, Rom. 10. Which faith our author calls new 
ges, becauſe it is a way of diſcovery, not by the crite- 
ion or mark of truth witbin us before mentioned, not by 
the old eyes of reaſon ( they being too wweak to ſee ſo far) 
but by the Spirit hearing and believing what the Spirit 
laith, and reſting therein as ſufficient evidence. 

garment, 
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garment, and in creating the new eyes of faith to ſee 
theſe ſpiritual riches, do all work ſeverally and wonder. 
fully to effect the ſame upon us, and that alſo freely, 
only by free grace, that is, God reſpecting no goodneſs 
or worthineſs in us to deſerve the ſame, but rather that 
we feel our wretched miſery ; nor reſpecting no evils or 
unworthineſs in us to hinder the free taking of his rich 
grace: That it might be to the praiſe of the glory of 
his free grace wherewith he hath made us freely ac- 
cepted in his belowed one, Eph. 1. 6. And for vas cauſe 
doth God beſtow this benefit upon us, when we could 
not pity our ſelves, and waſhed us from the ſpiritual 
blood of our fin, Exzek. 16. 6, . with the waſhing of 
the new birth and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, that we 
being juſtified by his grace ſhould be made heirs of eter- 
nal life, Tit. 3. 5, 6, 7. And xabajioa;, having mad: 
us pure and clean by the woſhing of water through the 
word, That he might make us to himſelf a glorious 
church, not having now at this preſent time (as the 
Greek and Latin participle fignify) one ſpot or wrinkle 
of fin or any ſuch thing, but are holy and without blame, 
Epheſ. 5. 26, 27. Becauſe we are made thus perfectly 
Pure and clean before God, not only from that one of- 
fence of our original ſin, but alſo from all the many 
actual ſins of our whole life. And (as St. Paul ſaith) 
Although the judgment was by one offence unto condemna- 
tion, yet the gift is not ſo; but the free gift is of many 
offences to juſtification, Rom. 5. 16. So that if by one 
man's offence death reigned by one, much more they that 
receive that abundance of grace, and of the gift of righ- 
teouſneſs, ſhall reign in life by one, that is, Feſus Chriſt, 
verſe 17. And thus we ſee, that as there is no differ- 
ence, but all have ſinned, and are deprived, and come 
ſhort of the glory of God; ſo all that receive this free 
gift of righteouſneſs, are juſtified freely by God's grace 
through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. 3. 
23, 24. And thus much of the excellent cauſes of free 
juitification briefly touched, as: 

2. Secondly, we muſt conſider deeply the excellent 
nature it ſelf of free juſtification, in that it is the head 
and chiefeſt benefit of the goſpel, whereby, by the 
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power of God's imputation we are ſo clothed with the 


wedding garment of Chriſt's perfe& righteouſneſs, that 
of unjuſt we are made juſt before God, that is, ſo per- 
fectly holy and righteous from all ſpot of ſin in the fight 
of God freely, by faith alone without works, That (as: 
St. Paul ſpeaketh) we are made the righteouſneſs of God 
in him, that is, in this faith in him. The excellency 
of which benefit was ſo rightly marked, and fo diligent- 
ly conſidered by Chryſoſtom, that he thereupon breaketh 
out into theſe words of joy and admiration of the ſame, 
laying, Qualis ſerma? what a ſaying is this * what 
heart or underſtanding can ſufficiently commend it, or ſet 
it forth? For (ſaith he) the righteous one he made a fin- 
ner, that he might make the ſinners righteous ;, nay, he 
ſpeaketh nat fo ſlightly neither, but that which is far 
more: For he ſaid not, he made him a ſinner, but ſin, 
that we might be made, he ſaith, not righteous, but righ- 
teouſneſs ; yea, and the righteouſneſs of Gd. For this is 
of God, becauſe it is not of works : For the former righ- 
teouſneſs of good efteem in the church was the righteouſ= 
neſs of the law and of works ; but this is the righteouſ- 
neſs of God. Becauſe it is neceſſary that no ſpot be 
found in it, and from hence all fin vaniſbeth away. 
Thus he teacheth the magnificence both of the gift and 
iver. 

a 3. Thirdly, to look the better into the nature of 
this benefit, we muſt conſider deeply the excellent parts 
of this wonderful benefit, which are theſe two chiefly: 

1. Firſt, that this wedding garment of Chriſt's per- 
fe& righteouſneſs doth (though my ftically, that is, a- 
bove our reaſon, ſight, ſenſe, and feeling, that we may 
live by faith in the truth and poser of God ſpeaking, 
and not by ſight, ſenſe, and feeling, Rom. 4. 18, to 
25. yet freely) take away, and truly aboliſh, not out 
of our fleſh, 1 Jh 1. 8. but utterly aboliſh from be- 
fore God, and out of God's ſight, all our fins, as theſe 
and ſuch like ſcriptures teach, John 1. 29. Behold the 
lamb of God that taketh away the fins of the world: For 
J, not you, but ew-2 1, being Sol juſtitie, the ſhining 
ſun of righteouſneſs, Mal. 4. 2. will do away your ini- 
quities "like darkneſs, and aboliſh your fins like a miſt. 
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Rejoice ye heavens, for the Lord hath done it: Shout 3e 
lower parts of the earth, break forth into praiſes, O 
mountains. For thus hath the Lord redeemed Facob, and 
thus will he be glorified in Iſrael, Ia. 43. 25. and 44. 
22, 23. For by himſelf hath Chriſt purified and made 
us clean from our ſins, and is ſet at the right hand of 
the higheſt Majeſiy, Heb. 1. 3. Becauſe if the blood of 
bulls and of goats, and the aſhes of an heifer, ſprink- 
ling the unclean, ſanfificth to the purifying of the fleſs : 
How much more ſhall the blood of Chriſt, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himſelf without ſpot to God, purge, pu- 
rify, or make clean, our conſciences from dead works to ſerve 
the living God, Heb. 9.13.14. Therefore did he now once 
in the end of the world appear eis a0;Trow epapriac, that 
is, to aboliſh, to do away, or to fut away fin, by the 


ſacrifice of himſelf, Heb. 9: 26. For Feſus Chriſt is that 
vat 


faithful witneſs, and t rſt begoiten of the dead, 
and that prince of the kings of the earth, aubo hath lowed 
us, and hath waſhed us from our ſins in his own blood, 
Rev. 1. 5. whereby the blood of Jeſus Chriſt the Son of 
God doth make us cles from all fin, 1 John 1. 7. Now 
the Son having thus aboliſhed our fins from before God, 
or out of God's fight, Col. 1. 22. Hereupon doth the 
Father pardon,, remit, and forgive all the puniſhment 
and evil that is due to thoſe fins, which his Son hath 
freely done away and truly aboliſhed out of his Father's 
ſight, according to that teſtimony of David, Ble/id 
is the man whoſe iniquities are forgiven, and whoſe ſins 
are covered, Pal. 32. 1. Hereupon is all the anger of the 
Father, and all his difpleaſure, diſcontentment, death, and 
all other evils ceaſed, upon the juſtified perſon before 
God the Father. And thus much briefly of the excel- 
lency of the firſt part of free juſtification, 

2. The excellency of the ſecond part of free juſtifica- 
tion is, That this wedding garment of Chriſt's perfect 
righteouſneſs doth not only make us and preſent us righ- 
teous in the fight of God, but it alſo maketh us fer- 
feetly, and completely and ſu Ficiently holy, and righteous 
from all ſpot of fin in the fight of God, freely by faith 
only without works, or without our perfect working: 


Yea, ſo luflicienily and completely, and perfectly * 
| an 
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and righteous, that though myſtically, yet whereſoever we 
fit, or walk, we ſhine gloriouſly holy, and righteous in the 
ſight of God, freely, as theſe and ſuch like ſcriptures teach, 
Rom. 5.19. For as by one man's diſobedience many were 
made ſinners; ſo by the obedience of one man ſhall many 
be made righteous ; whereby, if by the offence of one, death 
reigned by one 3 much more, they which receive the abun- 
dance of grace, and that abundance of the gift of righ- 
teouſneſs, ſhall reign in life 4g" one, even -Feſus 
Chriſt, Rom. 5. 17. Therefore di 
propheſy to Daniel, that after ſeventy weeks of years, 
not only fin ſhould be finiſhed, and tranſgreſſion made 
an end of, and reconciliation made for iniquity; but 
alſo everlaſting righteouſneſs be brought in upon the faith- 
ful, Dan. g. 24. Thus is this righteouſneſs called not 
only an abundance of righteouſneſs, and an everlaſting 
righteouſneſs, bat alſo hence it is ſaid to make us com- 
plete before God, even complete in him which is the 
head of all principalities and powers, Col. 2. 10. Hence 
it is ſaid to make us perfect, as with one ſacrifice, he 
hath made perfect for ever all them that are ſantified, 
Heb. 10. 14. Hence it is ſaid to make us, and preſent 
us to God a glorious church, as he hath made us pure or 
clean, by the waſhing of water through the word, to 
make us to himſelf a glorious church, not having, now 
at, this preſent time, (as the Greek and Latin participles 
ſignify) one ſpot or wwrinkle of fin, or any ſuch thing; 
but to be ſo holy, that we are unblameable, or with- 
out blemiſh, before God, Eph. 27. Becaule in the body 
of his fleſh through death he makes us, or preſents us, . 
holy that we are aye x; avilxyato, that is, withoutrall 
blame, and qwithout all fault in God's fight, if we con- 
tinue rooted and grounded in this faith; upon which 
place Chryſaſtom ſaith, He hath not only freed us from 
fin, but alſo he hath made us honourable, and glorious in 
God's fight. Hence it is that this wedding garment of 
Chriſts perfect righteouſneſs was ſignified by the veſture 
of the gold of Ophir, that maketh the bride of Chriſt a 
queen, and all glorious within, that is, ſpiritually, and 
myſtically, ſaying, At thy right hand doth ſtand the queen 
in a weſture of the gold of Ophir, and ſhe is all glorious 


within, 


the angel Gabriel 
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drin, Pſalm 45. 9. Hence is the church, and every 
true believer, made that great wonder in heaven, that is, 
under the time and ftate of the goſpel, called every 
where in the New Teſtament the kingdom of heawen, 
Matt. 11. 11, 12. and chapter 13. But what is this won- 
der? A woman, that is, in general, the whole church ; 
but in particular, every true believing ſoul, which is as 
truly by faith married to Chriſt, as any woman can be 
married to her huſband, EE. 5. 30. But what of this 
woman? Ami#a ſole, cloathed with the ſun that ſhineth 
in the firm ament; that is, cloathed with the glorious 
robes of Chriſt's perfect righteouſneſs, making her, 
whereſoever ſhe ſitteth or walketh, to ſhine as glorious 
in God's eyes, as the ſun ſhineth glorious in our eyes, 
when ſhe ſhineth in her brighteſt hue. Thus hath 
Chriſt made his church to himſelf a glorious church, 
Epheſ. 5. 27. And hath the moon under her feet, that 
is, the righteouſneſs of the law directing the feet of 
her walking and converſation here before men, and 
ſhining by ſanctification declaratively to man-ward, Matt. 


5. 16. as the moon ſhineth, and giveth light, that is, 


man walking in the dark night of this world ; and yet 
hath this moon of ſanRification under her feet, as of ſmall 
eſteem, in compariſon of the glorious ſun of Chriſt's per- 
fect righteouſneſs, with which ſhe is cloathed, Phil. z. 
8, 9. And hath a crown of twelve ſtars upon her bead; 
that is, hath the doctrine of the goſpel taught by the twelve 
Apoſtles and all faithful miniſters (likened to ſtars, Rev. 
I. 16, 20.) in higheſt eſteem as her chiefeſt ornament or 
crown. And thus we ſee how 4 awho knew no fin, was 
made fin for us, that. wwe might be made the righteouſneſs 
of God, by true faith in him, 2 Cor. 5. 21. And thus 
much be briefly ſpoken of the excellency of the two 
parts of free juſtification. 


4. Fourthly and laſtly, for the right ur derſtanding 


and powerful laying forth of the exce//ency of free juſti- 
fication, we muſt deeply conſider, and diligenlly lay 


forth the excellent effets and precious fruits of free 


a. 


- Juſtification, which are briefly all needful bleſſings both 


temporal and eternal; but chiefly and eſpecially theſe fix 
following. £ 


1. Firſt, 
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1. Firſt, that by this free juſtification we are recon- 
ciled to God, and ſo reſtored into his love and favour 
again: that all anger and diſpleaſure of God being 
ceaſed and aboliſhed towards us, God is abe pleaſed 
and at peace with us, as it was notably propheſied by 
the prophet, ſaying, I will heal their backſlidings, and 
1 avill love them freely, for mine anger is turned away 


from him, Hoſea 14. 4. But how came we to be thus 


healed? why, C was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, 
Chrift was broken or bruiſed for our iniquity : The cha- 
ſtiſement of our peace was laid upon him, and with his 
firipes we are healed, Ia. liii. 5. Therefore faith the 
Apoſtle, being juſtified by faith, aue have pa with 
God, through our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Rom. 5. 1. 

2. The ſecond excellent effet is, that by a very 
hearing, meditating, and reading, to ſearch into the 
truth and learning of this benefit of free Juſtification, 
the Holy Ghoſt is freely and experimentally given unto 
us to dwell in us, and to take up our ſouls and bodies 
to be his bleſſed temples to dwell in us, as theſe and ſach 
like ſcriptures teach; Received ye the Spirit by the works 
of the law, or by the hearing of faith that is, of free 
juſtification. preached, Gal. 3. 2. For, whilſt Peter was 
preaching of the death and reſurrection of Chriſt, juſtify- 
ing and freely ſaving God's people, ever whilſt he was 
ſpeaking, the Holy: Ghoſt fell on all them which heard 
the word, Acts 10. 44. I herefore ſaith St. Paul, Know 
you not that your bodies are the temples of the Holy Ghoſt 
which is in qou, 1 Cor. 3. 16. and 6. 19. For, if any 
man haxe not the Spirit of Chriſt, the ſame is none of 
his, Rom. 8. 9. For when Paul preached. the reſur- 
rection of Chriſt, that rom all things from whith they 
could not he juſtified by the law of Maſes, byChrift'are- 
ſurre&ion every one that believeth ts juſtified: Then the 
believers auer f lled <uith joy. and with" the; Holy Ghoſt, 


| z, 39. 


The third excellent effect of free juſtification: is, 
juſtified perſon is by the Holy Ghoſt thus dw ell- 
im, ſo united and truly married as a gloripus 


e 


ing 1 


bride and ** ſo ere unto Cbriſt, chat ha is 


made 
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made a very member of Chriſt, fleſh of his fleſh, and 
bone of his bone. Therefore did the Apoſtle ſay, Know 

ye not that your bodies are the members of Chriſt ? Yea, he 
that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit, 1 Cor. 6. 15, 17, 
For faith Paul, As the body is one, and hath many mem- 
bers, and all the members of the body, though they may 
be many, yct are but one body; even ſo is Chriſt ; for by 
one Spirit are wwe all baptized into one body, whether 
eve be bond or free, and have been all made to drink in- 
to one ſpirit, 1 Cor. 12. 12, 13. Now therefore ye are 
the body of -Chfift, and members for your part, verſe 27, 
Vea, I fay, fo truly and effeQtually, that we are mem- 
bers of his body, and of his fleſh, and of his bones, Epheſ. 
. 3o. Oh how truly doth the Apoſtle call theſe bene- 
fits thus freely wrought upon us by the blood of Chriſt, 
unſearchable riches, Eph. 3. 8. God make us to ſearch 
into them deeper. 

4. The fourth excellent ee of our free juſtification 
is, that hereby we are adopted and made the true chil- 
dren, even {ons and daughters of the living God. There- 
fore doth St. John ſay, As many as received him (name- 
ly, to juſtify them by his blood and death) 2 them he 
gave the prerogative or dignity to be the ſons of God: For 
Chriſt hath redeemed us from under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of ſons. And becauſe aue are 
ſons, God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into cur 
hearts, to cry Abba, Father, Gal 4. 5, 6. And there- 

: fore St. 7chn crying out in admiration of this great dig- 
4 nity, ſaid, Behold what love the Father hath heed 
toward us, that wwe (things of nothing, P/al. 144. 4.) 
ſhould be called the ſons of God. And now we are the 
fons of God, but it is not mede manifeſt what we ſhall 
be ; but wwe know that when he (which is the Son) fall 
appear, we ſpall be like him, 1 John 3. 1, 2. 

5. The fifth excellent effe# of this free juſtification 
is, that by it we are made aſſured heirs of eternal gl 
For ſo faith St. Paul, That we being , 

free grace, are made . life, Tit, 3. 7. ll 
if we be children, we are alſTheirs, even heirs of Goth 
and joint heirs with Chriſt, Rom. 17. For when 


God 
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God juſti ieth, them he alſo ghrifieth, Rom. 8. 30. And» 
therefore is free juſtification called the ju/ification of - 
life, Rom. 5. 18. Wherefore Paul teſtifieth thus, 7 
reckon that the ſufferings of this life are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory which ſhall be revealed in 
us, Rom. 8. 18. 

6. Ihe ſixth excellent effec of free juſtification is, 
that by it we are made, as the upſhot and fulneſs of all 
that our hearts can wiſh, truly bleed. For (faith St. 
Paul) Dawid pronounceth that man or that woman to 
be a bleſſed man, or a bleſſed woman, to whom the Lord 
imputeth righteouſneſs without works, Rom. 4. 6. where- 
of he teſtiheth further to the Galatians, ſaying, The 
ſcripture (that is, the Spirit of God ſpeaking in the ſcrip- 
ture) foreſeeing that God would juſtify the heathen 
through faith, preached before this joyful news of the 
goſpel unto Abraham, ſaying, in thee fall all the Gen- 
tiles be blefſed: So that they that be of this faith, of 
tree juſtification, are bleſſed with fuithful Abrahan, 
Gal. 3. 8, 9. And can our hearts wiſh or defire any 
more? This is the royalty of having on the wedding 
garment of Chrift's perfect * freely given 
us to cleanſe us from our ſecret fins and breaches of the 
tenth commandment, unknown unto our ſelves, P/al. 
19. 12. And to make us, and all our works, both a- 
= tural, civil and religious, pure, clean, and perfectly 
Y holy and righteous from all ſpot of fin in the fight of 
. God, freely without works, or our perfect working of 
A them: As St. Paul teſtifieth, ſaying, to the pure all 


1. things, that is, our natural works, and our civil works, 
* and our religious works, and all things are pure, Tit. 
all 1.15. Thus only by free juſtification hath Chriſt de- 
all livered us from this preſent evil world, according to 


the will of God, even our Father, Gal. 1. 4. Thus © 
hath God made us meet to be partakers of the inberi- 
tance of the ſaints in light. Becauſe by hath thus de- 
livered us from the pewwer or kingdom of darkneſs, 
and hath tranſlated us into the kingdom of his dear Son, 
Col. 1. 12, 13. Thus our righteouſneſs exceeding - 
the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, We are 
C's entred 
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wvhich kingdom of heaven is within us, Luke. 17. 21, 
For the kingdom of heaven is righteouſneſs, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 14. 17. And thus if 
any man, either Preacher, or private Chriſtian, have 
ſome true touch of the horrible filthineſs of the leaſt 
fin in God's fight, and of this glorious excellency of 
tree juſtification thus perfectly healing us of it, it will 
make us to ſay with St. Paal: Yea, doubtleſs I count 
all things but leſs for the excellency of the knowledge 
Joke of Chrift Feſus my Lord, for whom I hawe ſuffered 
the Irfs of all things, and do count them but dung, 
that I may win Cbrift, and be found in him, not ba- 
wing mine own righteouſneſs, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of Chriſt, cwen the 
righteouſneſs which is of God through faith, .Phil. 3. 
$ 9. Which one ſcripture I have now divers times 
aliedged, becauſe it ſo fully deſcribeth the marks, or 


rather the very nature and eſſence of the true ſaving 


faith. Whoſoever is in any meaſure of truth con- 
ſcious of the ſame with Paul in his heart, hath eſcaped 
oat of the moſt dangerous Dead Faith, and hath Paul's 
taith, that is, the true, lively, and juſtifying faith, 
which only» moſt certainly ſaveth him, and glorifieth 
him. For, hem God juftifieth, them alſo he glorificth, 
Rom. 8. 39. And thus much be ſpoken of the two 
main points of Religion, which being thus thoroughly 
looked into, and deeply conſidered, are the effectual 
means to deliver us out of the dead faith, and to tran- 
ſiate us into the true, lively, juſtifying, and ſaving 
faith, : | 

Now out of theſe two points thus thoroughly looked 


into, and deeply confidered, will infallibly flow a third 


thing; which as St. John teacheth in all his three E- 
piſtles, is love; which Paul alſo very reſolutely telti- 
neth, ſaying, For in Chriſt Feſus neither circumciſion 
awvaileth any thing, nor uncircumcifion, but faith which 
is effetual, operative, or workful hy love. For the 
true believer having by this true faith a conſciouſneſs of 
the true love of Chriſt toward him, it only and _ 


entred into the kingdom of heaven, Marth. 5. 20, 
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libly inflames his heart with the true love of Chriſt a- 
gain, and of God in Chriſt, and of his whole church, 
and of every child of God in particular, which true love 
conſtrameth the believer, 2 Cor. 5. 14. not only to 
do his vocation diligently, and fo with David to ſerve 
his generation faithfully, Ack. 13. 36. (as St. Paul like- 
wiſe teacheth, Ga/. 5.13. ſaying, Brethren, ye have 
been called unto liberty, that is, Now after that faith is 
come, ye are no longer under the whipping ſchool» 
maſter, Gal. 3. 25, Wherein though ye x,v0y Frog yet 
being as little children, ye differed nothing from ſer- 
vants, Gal. 4. 1. Only, »/e not your liberty for an occa- 
fron to the fleſh, but by love ferwe one another) but alfo 
it conſtraineth him to break off from, and to mortify 
all fin, and ungodly converſation ; and to walk freely, 
cheerfully, fincerely, and zealouſly in all God's will 
and commandments declaratively to manward, which is 
true * ſanctification. And thus it is moſt true which 
the eſtabliſhed, doctrine of our church largely teacheth, 
ſaying, That this true faith of free juſtification is a thing 
of perfect virtue, and wonderful operation, ſtrengtb and 
power, to bring forth all good motions and good works ; 
or elſe it is not the true, lively, juſtifying faith, but the 
blind, Dead Faith, that ſeawes men in fin, death, and 
double damnation, as theſe and ſuch like ſcriptures 
teach, Titus 2. 11. to 15. For that grace of God, name- 
ly, of free juſtification, bringeth ſalvation, for nothing 
brings ſalvation upon men, but only* the grace of free 
juſtifieation, and therefore it is called the ju/?ifeation 
of life, Rom. 5. 18. hath appeared to all nen, and 
5 Y tracherh us diamine charitatis, by the inſtructing power 
d and force of love, 7 deny all ungodlineſs and worldly 
ad. | 77 and to live ſoberly, and righteoufly, and godly in 
o is preſent world, What is the moving or effecting 
cauſe hereof ? Becauſe, Chris gave himſelf for us to 
redeem us from all our iniquities, and purge, or purify, or 
make us clean to be à peculiar people to himfelf, zealous 
of good works, verſe 14. Thus Paul pithily expreſſeth 
* Sec Note, p. 33. = | 
| 5 Hep alſo 
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alſo to the Epheſſant, chap. 2. 10. ſaying, For we are 
- God's workmanſhip (namely, by free juſtification) cre- 

ated in Chriſt Feſus, that is, made by free juſtification 
new creatures to Godward, 2 Cor. 5. 17. 21. that is, 

formed anew in Chriſt Jeſus, Gal. 4. 19. unto good 
works, that is, to ſanctification, repentance, mortifica- 

tion, ſincerity, and univerſal declarative obedience to all 
God's will and commandments declaratively to man- ward, 

which God hath fore -ordained that we ſhould walk in tbem: 

This is largely taught in the 5th and 6th chapt. of the epiſt. 

to the Romans, where it is ſhewed, that free juſtification as 

the cauſe, and ſanctification (of life and converſation) as 
the effect, do always follow unſeparably one the other. 

Hence it is that St. James 2. 14. doth ſo ſharply taunt 
carnal profeſſors of free juſtification, ſaying, What doth 

it profit, my brethren, for a man to ſay, he hath faith, 

and hath not works. Can that faith ſave him! No, 

But fhiw me thy faith by thy works. 

And here mark, how he faith not, ſhew God thy faith 
by thy works, nor ſhew thy ſelf thy faith by thy works ; 
but few me, that am thy Chriſtian miniſter, that have the 
charge of thy ſoul, and have thekeys givea me of the king- 
dom of heaven to bind thee and looſe thee, Mat. 16. 19. 
ſpew him thy faith by thy works, or thy chriſtian neigh- 
bours that dwell round about thee, and deal with thee, 
ſhew them thy faith (namely, that it is true and ſound) 
by thy works, that is, by thy ſanctified words and deeds 
that flow from love and a godly converſation. For know, 
O thou wain man, that faith without works is dead: 
Seeſt thou not that by the example of Abraham and Ra- 
hab, tl at faith was eſfectual, operative, and powerful 
by wirks, and by their works was their faith made per- 
fe®, that is, declared to be ſound and true. But as the 
body cuit ct the Spirit is dead, ſo faith alſo without ſanc- 
tified wards and deeds flowing from true love, is dead, verſe 
26. This even Chriſt himſelf teacheth alſo, Matt. 5. 16. 
ſaying, Let your light, namely, of free juſtification, /o ſoine 
before men; how ſhine? by ſanctification, that they may 
/ee, the beams of, your good works,. and glorify your 5 


cr 
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ther which is in heaven, Thus a chriſtian (as St. James 
ſpeaks) is made perfect and entire, lacking nothing; 
why ?- becauſe he is pure as the ſan to Godward by free 
juſtification, fair as the moon to manward by ſanctifica- 
tion, and terrible as an army with banners by zeal of 
God's glory, Cant. 6. 9. 

This is the eſtabliſhed doctrine of our church; this 
is true Proteſtancy ; this is sf, to go with a right 
foot to the truth of the goſpel, Gal. 2. 14. If any 
man can ſhew me a better way, I will endeavour to 
run with him in it. But if this be the old way that we 
be commanded of God, Fer. 6. 16. to aſk after, that 
old Abraham and all the ancient ſaved fathers walked 
in, mentioned Heb. 11. And not only the old way, 
but alſo the good way which only 7 reſt and 
peace unt, our ſouls: For being juſtified by faith, aue 
have peace with God, Rom. 5. 1. Then let us embrace 
one another in the truth of this way. Let no man be 
ſo wilful and obſtinate to his own damnation, as to ſay 
with the ſtubborn loſt Jews, We will not walk in it, 
Jer. 6. 16. 


z 


| 
- | 


, | TR” 


—_— » 8 * * — —— — — — * = Py _— 
———__—_— 
ee 


—_ 


Some uſeful Quotations from Dr. M. Luther's 
Commentary on the Galatians. - 


Gal. 1. 4. That he might deliver ur from this preſent 


evil world. 


If thou be not in the kingdom of Chriſt, it is cer- 
tain that thou belongeſt to the kingdom of Satan, which 
is this evil world. Therefore all the gifts either of the 
body or of the mind which thou enjoyeſt, as wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs, holineſs, eloquence, power, beauty and 
riches, are but the ſlaviſh inſtruments of the evil, and 
with all theſe thou art compelled to ſerve him and to ad- 
vance his kingdom. a | 
Firſt with thy wiſdom thou darkeneſt the wiſdom and 
knowledge of Chriſt, and by thy wicked doctrine leadeſt 
men out of the way, that they cannot come to the grace 
and knowledge of Chriſt. Thou ſetteſt out, and praiſeſt 
thy own righteouſneſs and holineſs : But the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, by which only we are juſtify'd — quickned, 
thou doſt hate and condemn as wicked and deviliſh. To 
be brief, by thy power thou deſtroyeſt the kingdom of 
Chriſt, and abuſeſt the ſame to root out the goſpel, to 
ecute and kill the miniſters of Chriſt, and ſo many as 
ear them, Wherefore, if thou be without Chriſt, this 
thy wiſdom is double fooliſhneſs, thy righteouſneſs dou- 
ble fin and impiety, becauſe it knoweth not the wiſdom 
and righteouſneſs of Chriſt: Moreover it darkeneth, hin- 
dereth, blaſphemeth, and perſecuteth the ſame. There- 
fore Paul doth rightly call it the evil or wicked world: 
For when it is at the beſt, then is it worſt. In the re- 
ligious wiſe and learned men the world is at the beſt, 
and yet in very deed in them it is double evil. I over-paſs 
thoſe groſs vices which are againſt the ſecond table, as 
diſobedience to parents, to magiſtrates, adulteries, whore · 
doms, covetouſneſs, thefts, murders, and maliciouſneſs, 
wherein the world is altogether drowned, which notwith- 


\ ſtanding 
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ſtanding are light faults, if ye compare them with the wiſ- 
dom and righteouſneſs of the wicked, Wherewith they, 
fight againſt the firſt table. This white devil which for- 
ceth men to commit ſpiritual ſins, that they may ſell them 
for righteouſneſs, is far more dangerous than the black 
devil, which only enforceth them to commit fleſhly fins, 
which the world acknowledgeth to be ſins. 


Gal. 2. 20. Thus I live, yet not I now, but Chrift liveth- 
in ne. | 

Paul hath his peculiar phraſe; or kind of ſpeech; 
which is not after the manner of men, but divine and 
heavenly, nor uſed of the evangeliſts, or of the reſt of 
the apoſtles, ſaving only of John: who alſo is wont ſome- 
times ſo to ſpeak. And if Paul had not firſt uſed this phraſe, 
and ſet forth the ſame unto us in plain words, the very 
ſaints themſelves durſt not have uſed it. For it ſeemeth 
a very ſtrange and monſtrous manner of ſpeaking thus to 
ſay: I live not: I am dead, I am not dead: I am a 
ſinner, I am not a ſinner: I have the law, I have not 
the law. Which phraſe is ſweet and comfortable to all 
thoſe that believe in Chriſt, For in that they behold 
themſelves, they have both the law and fin: But in 
that they look unto Chriſt, they are dead to the law, 
and have no fin. If therefore in the matter of juſtifi- 
cation thou ſeperate the perſon of Chriſt from thy perſon, 
then art thou in the law, thou abideſt in the law, thou 
liveſt in the law, and not in Chriſt, and ſo thou art 
condemned of the law, and dead before God. 

Faith therefore muſt be purely taught: namely, that 
thou art ſo entirely and nearly joined unto Chriſt, that 
he and thou are made as it were one perſon: ſo that thou 
maiſt boldly ſay, I am now one with Chriſt, that is to ſay, 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs, victory and life are mine. And 
again, Chriſt may ſay, I am that ſinner, that is, his 
ſins and his death are mine, becauſe he is united and 
joined unto me and I unto him. For by faith we are ſo 
joined together, that we are become one fleſh and one 
bone, Eph. 5. we are the members of the body of Chriſt, 
fleſh of his fleſh, and bone of his bones: So that this 
faith doth couple Chriſt and* me more near ae” 
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than the huſband is coupled to his wife. This faith 
therefore is not an idle quality, but the excellency there- 
of is ſuch, that it utterly confoundeth theſe fooliſh dreams 
of the ſophiſters touching their formed faith and counter- 
feit charity, their merits, works, and worthineſs. 
Here the preſumptuous and malicious might ſoon 
take occaſion to cavil after this manner: What ſaiſt thou, 
Paul? art thou dead? how then doſt thou ſpeak ? how 
doſt thou write? The weak alſo might ſoon be offended, 
and ſay unto him: What art thou, Pau/? Do we not ſee 
that thou art living, and doſt ſuch things as pertain to this 
life? to this he anſwereth: I live indeed, and yet now 
not I, but Chriſt liveth in me. There is then a double 
life. 'The firſt is mine, which is natural : the ſecond is 
the life of another, that is to ſay, the life of Chriſt in me. 
As touching my natural life I am dead, and now I live 
another life. I live not now as Paul, but Paul is dead. 
Who is it then that liveth ? The chriſtian. Paul there- 
fore as he liveth in himſelf, is wholly dead through the 
law: but as he liveth in Chriſt, or rather as Chriſt liveth 
in him, he liveth by another life : for Chriſt ſpeaketh in 
him, liveth in him, and exerciſeth all the operations of 
life in him. This cometh not now of the life of Paul, but 
of the life of the chriſtian and regenerate perſon. There- 
fore thou malicious ſpirit, where I ſay that I am dead, 
now ſlander my words no more. And thou that art weak, 
be not offended, but diſtinguiſh and divide this matter 
rightly. For (as I ſaid) there are two lives: to wit, 
my natural life, and the life of another. By mine own / 
life T live not : for.if I did, the law would have dominion 
over me, and hold me in captivity. 'To the end there- 
fore that it ſhould not hold me in captivity and bondage, 
I am dead to it by another law : and this death bringeth 
unto. me the life of another, even the life of Chriſt : 
which life is not mine by nature, but is given unto me 
by Chriſt through faith. EDS 5Þ 
— Now, how ſball theſe things ſo contrary and repug- 
nant, be reconciled together, that fin in us is no fin ? 
that he which is damnable ſhall not be condemned? that 
he which is rejected ſhall not be rejected? That he 
which is worthy of the wrath of God and everlaſting 
| | damnation, 


( 59) 
damnation, ſhall not be puniſhed? The only reconciler 
hereof is the mediator between God and man, even the 
Man Chriſt Jeſus, as Paul ſaith, There is no condemnation 
to them which are in Chriſt Feſu. Ch. 3. v 6. 

| — $0 here faith only maketh us ſons of God, born of 
the word, which is the womb of God, wherein we are 
conceived, carried, borne, and nouriſhed up, &c. B 
this birth then we are made new creatures, formed by 
faith in the word: we are made chriſtians; children and 
heirs of God through Jeſus Chriſt. Now, being heirs, 
we are delivered from death, fin and the devil, and we 
have righteouſneſs and eternal life. Ch. 4. v. 7. 


Gal. 5. 12. Would to God they were cut off that do diſ- 
quiet you. * 
Here riſeth a queſtion: Whether it be lawful for a 
Chriſtian to curſe? Why not? howbeit not always, nor 
for every cauſe. But when the matter is come to this 
point, that God's word muſt be evil ſpoken of, and his 
doctrine blaſphemed, and ſo conſequently God - himſelf, 
then muſt we turn this ſentence, and ſay : Bleſſed be God 
and his word, and whatſoever is without God and his 
word, accurſed be it: yea though it be an apoſtle, or an 
angel from heaven. So he ſaid before in the firſt chap- 
ter: Although we or an angel from heaven preach other. 
wiſe unto you, than that which we have preached, let 
him” be accurſed. | a | 
Hereby it may appear how great a matter Paul made 
of a little leaven, which for the ſame durſt curſe the falſe 
apoſtles, who in outward appearance were men of great 
authority and holineſs. Let us not therefore make little 
account of the leaven of doctrine: For although it be ne- 
ver ſo little, yet if it be neglected, it will be the cauſe 
that by little and little the truth and our ſalvation ſhall 
be loſt, and God himſelf be denied. For when the 
word is corrupted, and God denied and blaſphemed 
(which muſt needs follow if the word be corrupted) 
there remaineth no hope of ſalvation. But for our 
parts, if we be curſed, railed upon, and ſlain, there is yet 
one that can raiſe us up again and deliver us from the 
curſe, death and hell, 
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. © Wherefore let us learn to advance and extol the maje- 
. Ry and authority of God's word. For it is no ſmall tri- 
fle (as brainſick heads ſurmiſe at this day) but every tittle 
thereof is greater than heaven and earth. Wherefore 
in this reſpect we have no regard of chriſtian charity or 
concord, bor we ſit as it were on the judgment ſeat,” that 
is to ſay, we curſe and condemn all men, which in the 
leaſt point do deface or corrupt the majeſty of God's 
word: For a little leaven maketh ſour the whole lump. 
But if they leave us God's word entire and ſound, we 
are not only ready to keep charity and peace with them: 
but alſo We offer ourſelves to be their ſervants, and to do 
for them whatſoever we are able: if not let them periſh 
and be caſt down into hell: and not only they, but even 
the whole world alſo, ſo that God and his pure word do 
remain. For as long as he remaineth, life, ſalvation, and 
the faithful ſhall alſo remain. | 
| Paul therefore doth. well in curſing thoſe troublers of 
the Galatians, and in pronouncing ſentence againſt them, 
J to wit, that they are accurſed with all that they teach 
and do, and in wiſhing that they might be cut off, eſpe- 
cially that they might be rooted out of the church of 
God, that is, that God ſhould not govern nor proſper their 
doctrine nor their doings. And this curſing proceedeth 
from the Holy Ghoſt: As Peter alſo in the 8th of the 
Ads curſeth Simon the Sorcerer: T hy money and thou periſh 
together. And the holy ſcripture oftentimes uſeth curſing 
- againſt ſuch troublers of men's conſciences, and chiefly in 
the pſalms: as P/al. 55. Let death come upon them: let 
them go quick into the pit of corruption. Alſo, let finners 
be turned dawn into hell, and all they that forget God. 
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